UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN'S FUND

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR NATIONAL CONSULTANCY 
TO SUPPORT THE PRODUCTION OF MONETARY CHILD POVERTY 
	1. Background
Child poverty is multi-dimensional, shading light on monetary and non-monetary deprivations children face across different dimensions (e.g. health, education, water, sanitation, information, shelter, nutrition and income) in the actualization of their full potential in life as prescribed in the convention of the rights of the child (CRC). For the first time in history, nations have agreed to end extreme child poverty (children living on less than PPP $1.90/day) by 2030, as part of the global Sustainable Development Goals - and to halve child poverty as nationally defined, as outlined in the following SDG indicators: 

- 1.2.1 proportion of the population living below the national poverty line, disaggregated for children

- 1.2.2 proportion of men, women and children of all ages living in poverty in all its dimensions according to national definitions. 
UNICEF has engaged in national child poverty analysis for more than a decade, and to date more than a hundred-multidimensional child poverty studies have been supported or produced by UNICEF. Such analysis can provide critical evidence – such as which dimensions are driving multidimensional child poverty or most commonly overlap. It can also highlight determinants of multidimensional child poverty (such as education of head of household) and geographical deprivations. In addition, it can be a useful monitoring tool, demonstrating which dimensions are improving/not improving. In many countries this analysis has impacted the national agenda, most significantly in building consensus and bringing government and partners around the importance of addressing child poverty, promoting the importance of routine measurement of child poverty and advocating for the explicit inclusion of child poverty in national development plans. 
In the Nigerian context, the National Bureau of Statistics 2019 Report on Poverty and Inequality in Nigeria provides insight into the general situation of poverty in the country. Using composite data, the analysis focuses on three (3) indicators, namely, the proportion of the population living below the poverty line (poverty headcount); the severity or depth of poverty including vulnerability to poverty(poverty gap); and the economic inequality assessed through statistical measurement of expenditure distribution across quintiles (gini index). This approach unfortunately has proved challenging in the assessment of the impact of monetary poverty on children for effective decision making. The actualization of the global mandate to “leave no one behind” runs the risk of being compromised where dimensions of child poverty are shrouded in composite data (e.g household surveys) which do nothing to shade light on the intensity of their deprivation for timely and targeted intervention.

Thus, given the need to effectively link child poverty analysis/evidence to policymaking, UNICEF intends through this consultancy to expand existing multidimensional child poverty analysis to also include aspects of monetary child poverty analysis, and to cross-tabulate multidimensional child poverty analysis with monetary/consumption child poverty analysis. This is important given the need to provide a holistic view to the situation of children for effective policymaking and contribute to reducing/eliminating household monetary poverty in Nigeria. The latter requires further understanding and is the focus of this ToR.

The SDG Guide to end Child Poverty outlines key milestones for countries on the path to ending child poverty, and these include 1. Building a National Pathway to end child poverty, 2. Measuring child poverty, 3. Child poverty advocacy, 4. Reducing child poverty through policy and program change and 5. Achieving the SDGs: ending extreme child poverty and halving it by national definitions (both monetary and multidimensional poverty). UNICEF’s 2018-2021 Strategic Plan follows similar logic, with a specific indicator on “number of countries where measurement, analysis and advocacy has led to policies and programs responding to child poverty”.  This expectation is also reflected in UNICEF Nigeria Country Program Document 2018 -2022 which highlights evidence generation on child poverty and equity as a key support stream to the national government. Current Social Policy workplan indicator 7.2.3: National government measurement of child poverty using monetary measures, also mirrors this strategic intent. 

UNICEF’s Social Policy section supports the Nigeria country office in achieving these targets and milestones. While good progress has and is being made on various fronts, in particular the measurement of multidimensional child poverty and child poverty advocacy, additional efforts are needed to support high quality analysis of the monetary aspect of child poverty - which in turn will inform targeted policy designs for the country.

	2. Programme ID & Specific Project Involved:  Outcome 7 – Output 7.2 – By the end of 2022, Federal and states Governments have increased capacities to generate and use evidence on situation of children and women for policy formulation.

	3. Objectives:
The purpose of this assignment is to produce monetary child poverty report - federal and states estimates - from the existing 2019 NBS report on Poverty and Inequality in Nigeria. This information with help Government and other key decision-makers both at Federal and State levels to improve policy design and implementation including poverty reduction strategies with focus on monetary child poverty.  

	4. Indicative methodology 

The comprehensive report on child poverty will be drafted through a re-iterative process between the consultant, the National Bureau of Statistics, the Ministry of Budget and National Planning and UNICEF Nigeria Social Policy Section.

	5. Duty Station:  Abuja, Nigeria 

	6. Supervisor including administrative arrangement: The consultant will work under the general orientation of the Chief Social Policy UNICEF 

	7. Major Tasks to be accomplished by the consultant:

The consultant will technically lead the process of production of monetary child poverty report. It is expected the following task from the consultant:

· Support NBS to use household survey data of monetary poverty to extract child poverty estimates for federal and disaggregated by states; 
· Use statistical/econometric software (SPSS, STATA or R) to produce child poverty estimates, federal and states
· Draft comprehensive child poverty report     

· Any specific tasks linked to Child poverty report production process as assigned by UNICEF, NBS and MFBNP  

	8. Deliverables: (e.g. final report, article, document etc.)   

Overview of Draft Report structure    

Chapter 1. Introduction 

Chapter 2: Overview of and explanation of children in monetary poor households (conceptual framework) 

· A practical overview and unpacking of what monetary child poverty entails, i.e. proportion of children under 18 years living in income/consumption/expenditure poor households, and overview of different age groups proposed for analysis (for example 0-5, 6-10, 11-14, 15-17 and 0-17) as well as argument/justification for the different age groups (what are the added benefits of exploring child poverty specifically vs. general population poverty).  

· Outline and unpacking of key poverty approaches, with focus on how they relate to children, such as defining the indicator/measure of welfare, for example income (for high and low income states) or consumption/expenditure per capita, defining relative, absolute and objective poverty lines (the cost of basic needs, food energy intake, and subjective evaluations) and key measures of poverty - the headcount index, the poverty gap index, squared poverty gap index, and gini index. In addition, an overview and explanation of equivalence scales in relation to the reporting of monetary child poverty will be included.  
· Include a comparison of select number of country examples which specifically report on monetary child poverty, showcasing countries which use different parameters for measuring national poverty – for example absolute poverty, relative poverty etc. and how monetary child poverty is reported in these countries.
· Include short overview of prominent surveys used to analyse monetary poverty. 

Chapter 3: Monetary child poverty profiles:

· Overview of some of the major characteristics of children living in monetary poor households that should be analysed for comprehensive overview of monetary child poverty in Nigeria. This could include a description of how to analyse the relationship between household head/parental employment (for example unemployment, type of employment, sector of employment, hours, wages etc.) and children in monetary poverty. How to analyse trends in levels, intensity, and severity of monetary child poverty should also be explained in this chapter with specific focus on Nigeria, using the current 2019 NBS report on poverty and inequality in Nigeria.

Intrahousehold distribution of resources:

· This section will go beyond the basic assumption that all individuals in households have the same needs and explore the options of focusing on the child as the unit of observation/analysis when analysing monetary child poverty, going beyond looking at the percentage of children living in monetary/consumption poor households. This section will outline the implications of intra-household distribution of resources (including gender dynamics) and accounting for household composition differences / selecting appropriate adult equivalence scales for child monetary poverty. It will also outline the implications of using household weights and individual weights when measuring the child in monetary poor households – and provide concrete advice in that regard. 

Chapter 4: Conclusion

Summary note, outlining key messages/key highlights of the comprehensive report

	9. Qualifications of the consultant:   
· A Master’s degree minimum, in development economics, public policy, or closely related field;
· Knowledge and understanding social and economic aspects of wellbeing, and how they relate to the Sustainable Development Goals framework;
· A minimum of 8 years’ work in applied policy areas with focus on the use of household survey data;  

· Very good analytical and written communication skills;
· Sound knowledge of statistical/econometric software preferably SPSS, STATA or R;  
· Proven ability to work under tight deadlines and drive for results;
· Fluency in English
Consultant Selection
Interested individuals will make a proposal of a two-page maximum paper specifying the following four elements:
· understanding of the terms of reference, 

· the methodology including details road map, knowledge of statistical/econometric software, how the technical assistance will be provided to NBS and MFBNP in producing the report. 
· foreseen challenges and risks in the process and anticipated mitigation measures 

The criteria for selection of the national consultant are summarized in the following table:

Order

Criteria for Evaluation of the Offer

Maximum Score

Understanding of the ToR   

2 

Education 
3
Knowledge of statistical software – SPSS, STATA or R 
5
Work Experience including analysis household survey   
5
Methodology 

5

Total 

20 



	10. Estimated time of consultancy and deadline for submission of end products: 

The timeframe for this consultancy is spread over a period of 8 weeks, with a total of 35 workdays. The deliverables and respective timelines for the assignment are the following:
Deliverables

Duration

(Estimated # of days)

Chapter 1 and 2: Overview and descriptive analysis of monetary child poverty 
15 days

Chapter 3: Conclusion

3 days

Revised full report 

10 days

Summary note and power point presentation, outlining key messages/key highlights of the comprehensive report

5 days



	11. Official Travel involved (itinerary and duration, if applicable). 

No –  

	12. Budgeted cost of consultancy
            Total rate: To be determined based on the coherence of financial proposals
      Agreed rate to be paid strictly subject to satisfactory work and as follows for each of the 9 selected states

· Output 1: Inception Report (15%)
· Output 2: First Draft of Child Poverty report (40%)
· Output 4: Child Poverty Report and Summary note - Power point presentation (45%)

	12. Funding Source: RR: Output 7.2: 3210/AO/06/ 007/002
	13. Balance Available: $5,000

	14. Requesting Officer:    

   Social Policy Specialist
Name: Temilade Aromolaran Signature:




Date: 

	15. Approval of activity by Section Chief: Chief Social Policy 
Remarks:   

Name:
Hamidou Poufon
Signature:



Date:

	16. Approval of Terms of Reference by Deputy Representative:

Remarks:

Name:    Claes Johansson                       Signature:



     Date:
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