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INDIVIDUAL CONSULTANTS/CONTRACTORS

	



	Title of Consultancy:
	Type of Engagement
	Place of Recruitment
	Workplace of Consultant

	Support SL to develop Child Poverty Estimate report.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consultant  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Individual Contractor
	Freetown, Sierra Leone
	UNICEF Freetown, Sierra Leone CO.

	Grant ID:
SC149907
	WBS  
3900/A0/07/887/002/002
	Fund ID:

SC

	Budget Year:

2018
	Requesting Section/

Issuing Office

Social Policy, Planning Monitoring and Evaluation Section / UNICEF Freetown, SLCO
	Reasons why the assignment cannot be done by a staff member:

This piece of work is very urgent, because of the current staffing situation of the SPPM&E unit, an individual with good knowledge of child poverty issues is required to support the unit to implement this activity. The selected individual has good knowledge of UNICEF’s procedures and processes.


	

	Purpose of Activity/Assignment: 

1. Background
The Government of Sierra Leone has been implementing multiple strategies to alleviate poverty and improve the social protection aspect and wellbeing of the population despite significant challenges it has faced, such as the outbreak of Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) in May 2014 and twin disasters of mudslides and flash floods in August 2017 which affects hundreds of families including children.  

The literature on child poverty has increased considerably, in recent years, since the publication of “Poverty Reduction Begins with Children” (UNICEF, 2000). Since then, many methodological advances have taken place (Gordon et al, 2003, Minujin and Nandy, 2012). The definition of child poverty determines how it is handled. Children suffer poverty differently from adults and therefore have different causes and effect which determines the development of a child as well as life chance course (UNICEF 2011). Analyzing income alone misses out other deprivations which affect children. Children with no access to basic facilities and services are not only poor now, but also, they are likely to be poor when they become adults.  Childhood poverty is defined by deprivation experienced by children and adolescents in specific rights (such as education, health, nutrition, etc.). Child poverty is often also correlated with high mortality, lack of social protection and other forms of deprivation and rights violations.

It is now fairly established that child poverty should be measured using a multi-dimensional approach. Moreover, this approach is to be grounded in child rights
. However, not all child rights violations (of which, unfortunately, there are too many all over the world) constitute poverty. For instance, children who belong to families who are not allowed to express their religious views are excluded and their rights are violated. They may or may not be poor, which is conceptually a different problem.

The monetary measure of poverty is based on income and/or consumption patterns and this measure does not properly capture the kinds of deprivation children face in life. Using a Multidimensional approach to measure child poverty would, therefore, provide better analysis of what challenges and deprivations are faced by children in different contexts, urban or rural, emergencies or in natural disasters. It is therefore important to deduce that from the different definition of poverty it must be conceived, defined and measured in absolute quantitative terms that are relevant and valid for analysis and policy-making in each time and space.

In 2016, UNICEF WCAR in collaboration with Sierra Leone country office organized a child poverty training for three countries in the region, DRC, Liberia, and Sierra. At the training, the three countries using hands-on approach supported each country to develop the multidimensional child poverty estimates. Sierra Leone has worked further by developing the first child poverty report using the MICS 4 report of 2010. GoSL through the advocacy of the Child poverty working group now reports on child poverty indicators in the SDGs.
2. Justification
Globally, evidence-based programming has been accepted as the best strategy to meet the needs of the targeted beneficiaries in this case children. Generating adequate data and evidence at the national level is important to ensure routine measurement of multidimensional child poverty in Sierra Leone. Using multidimensional child poverty to rethink policies is also very vital in ensuring equity. To do this, it is imperative that national stakeholders are better equipped to measure multi-dimensional child poverty as well as to accurately analyse child poverty trends to inform development policies.

It’s against this background that UNICEF is supporting the Ministry of Planning and Economic Development and Statistic Sierra to organize a training and a policy discussion on multidimensional child poverty within the SDGs context in Sierra leone for targeted Government officials as well as academia, the media, and CSOs.
3. Purpose and objectives
Under the direct supervision of the Chief SPPM&E the selected consultant will be responsible for the main objectives of this training as follows:
· Build national capacities to understand, estimate and use Child Poverty in Sierra Leone; 

· Understand the data need and statistical tool needed to consistently estimate child poverty trends in Sierra Leone;

· Update the 2016 child poverty figures in Sierra Leone;

· Develop Multidimensional child poverty estimates with the recommended policies and programmes to reduce child poverty in Sierra Leone using MICS 6 data 

To achieve these objectives, a conceptual and practical training will be organized on Child Poverty concepts and estimates. The technical training will lead to a measurement of multidimensional child poverty based on the methodology used in the 2016 estimates. An infographic with recommendations for the GoSL to invest to reduce child poverty in Sierra Leone. A policy discussion will be organized on the use of Multidimensional child poverty to inform policies and programmes to achieve the SDGs.
4. Methodology and Technical Approach
Important steps have been taken at international summits to set up goals and targets to improve the wellbeing of children worldwide. Now the world also has more and better data to monitor progress on country child poverty levels. This consultancy for the training would therefore support the government of Sierra Leone to monitor progress against SDG child poverty indicators. The training will be participatory and hands on with participants understanding the theoretical context of child poverty and using the Bristol multidimensional method of calculate child poverty estimate using MICS 6 the recent data on the seven dimensions  

The compilation of the report will consider the previous child poverty analysis done in 2016 to understand the trend of change negative or positive in the dimensions and provide policy options to support government in reducing child poverty in sierra Leone. The analysis will reveal two paths to multidimensional poverty reduction by either decreasing the incidence of poverty or its intensity, and exposes an uneven distribution of national gains across geographical divisions.
Activities, Tasks, Outputs and Deliverables
The consultant will assist UNICEF in partnership with the Statistics Sierra Leone and the ministry of Planning and Economic Development organise  a 5-day workshop to expose participants to the theory of multi-dimensional child poverty, principles and approaches. The 2016 report will be presented to show the participants the current levels of child poverty in Sierra Leone.. This workshop will lead to a definition of the dimensions, indicators, and thresholds to measure Multidimensional Child Poverty using the latest data available (MICS 6).

At the end of the training participants are expected to:

· understand the implications of measuring Child Poverty for a better understanding of children deprivations; 

· differentiate between the concepts and approaches to poverty and their implications for policy decisions; 

· choose the most suitable context-specific approach to measuring child poverty for SDGs monitoring, and to inform policies in Sierra Leone.

· estimate child poverty indicators using the 6th Multiple Indicators Cluster Survey data.

The course will combine formal presentations and participatory approaches, covering concepts and existing methodological frameworks, as well as practical sessions (using Stata and SPSS) where participants will use the MICS 6 data to calculate and analyze child poverty indicators for Sierra Leone. The course includes pre-training work that will allow participants to train on the use of Stata and be familiar with the MICS 6 data. 
5. Management, Organization and Timeframe
Payments will be divided into 2 proportion based on submitted invoices, pending positive performance reports by the supervisor as per key deliverables expected which are, 
1 Train 40 participants on multidimensional Child poverty calculation using the Bristol method.
2 Submit final training report

3 Submit final child poverty report for Siera Leone  (The report would be used to develop the infographic to be used for the High-level advocacy meeting).

4 Submit the final report of the assignment.


	Schedule of Deliverables
	Due Date
	       Duration (maximum # of days) 

	a. Train 40 participants on multidimensional Child poverty calculation using the Bristol method.
	23 - 31/07/2018
	7 Days

	b. Submit final Training report
	1 - 7/08/2018
	5 Days

	c. Submit Child poverty report (The report would be used to develop the infographic to be used for the High-level advocacy meeting).
	8 – 14/08/2018
	5 Days

	
	
	

	Total 
	17 Days


	Duration / Timeframe/ # of working days

17 Working days
	Expected Start Date: 

1st Aug 2018

	Expected End Date: 

31st Aug 2018



	Budget and Remuneration (for planning purpose only). Final fees will be negotiated by HR

	Description
	Unit Cost (daily/monthly)
	Quantity(ies)
	Amounts

	Professional Fees
	
	
	

	DSA
	
	
	

	Travel Cost
	
	
	

	Work Permit
	
	
	

	Total Cost
	
	
	


UNICEF recourse in case of unsatisfactory performance: Payment will only be made for work satisfactorily completed as per agreed deliverables and accepted by UNICEF.

	Terms of Payment


	 Payment, upon completion of each deliverable according to schedule.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Payment, upon completion of all deliverables at the end of the assignment.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fee advance, percentage (up to 30 % of the total fee)


Condition of work

· The consultant will be based in Sierra Leone.

· For Sierra Leone, the consultant must secure medical insurance (inclusive of medical evacuation) prior to assuming his/her duties with UNICEF (proof of insurance with med-evac clause is required).

· Basic and Advanced Security Certificate of completion.

Qualifications and Specialized Knowledge/experience required:
	Minimum Qualifications required:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Bachelors    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Masters    Other  
 Ph.D.   
Enter Disciplines:

	Years of Experience and Knowledge/Expertise/Skills required:




�  Hunt et al (2003) provide a very good introduction on the human rights approach to poverty, differentiating between those that constitute poverty (e.g. lack of access to education or health) and instrumental rights (voting and participation which could lead to better anti-poverty policies).  
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