Ethics and Integrity

The evaluation covers information that is sensitive and confidential, and the evaluation team will have direct contact with children and adolescents as informants, as well as collaborators. The Evaluation Team should adhere to UNICEF’s Evaluation Policy, to UNEG’s norms, standards and ethical guidelines for UN evaluations and to UNICEF Reporting Standards. The Evaluation Team is required to follow the quality assurance procedures at all phases of the evaluation (described in section 5) as guided by the Evaluation Manager. Evaluation team members will sign a no conflict of interest attestation.
The Evaluation Team must demonstrate personal and professional integrity during the whole process of the evaluation. The Evaluation Team must respect the right of institutions and individuals to provide information in confidence and ensure that sensitive data cannot be traced to its source. Further, the team must respect ethics of research while working with children including using age appropriate consent forms, age appropriate data collection, and principle of do no harm. Furthermore, the team and its members must take care that those involved in the evaluation have an opportunity to examine the statements attributed to them. The evaluation process must be sensitive to beliefs, manners, and customs of the social and cultural environment in which they will work. Especially, the team must be sensitive to and address issues of protection, discrimination and gender inequality. Furthermore, the team members are not expected to assess the personal performance of individuals and must balance an assessment of management functions with due consideration of this principle. Approaches and methodology for engagement of children, adolescents and young people in different stages of the evaluation should be included in the proposal and clearly described in the Inception report. Bidders are required to clearly identify any potential ethical issues and approaches, as well as the processes for ethical review and oversight of the evaluation process in their proposals.

