

	Background
75% of the Kazakhstan is at an increasing risk of adverse climate change impact (World Bank, 2021). The geographical location and climatic conditions of the country make it prone to natural disasters such as floods, mudflows and landslides. Climate change and environmental degradation undermine children’s rights around the world and in Kazakhstan. Children (from 0 to 17) comprise 6.7 million in Kazakhstan (2023). Articles 6 and 24 of the UN Convention on the Rights of a Child (CRC) and its General Comment No. 26 explicitly addresses the climate emergency and the related obligations of the States to protect the lives and wellbeing of children. Kazakhstan has ratified the UN CRC in 1994 and this year marks the 30th anniversary of joining the Convention. According to the UNICEF’s Children’s Climate Risk Index[footnoteRef:2], Kazakhstan is ranked as medium-high risk country to climate change. 55 percent of children are already prone to water scarcity.  [2:  The climate crisis is a child rights crisis: Introducing the Children’s Climate Risk Index - UNICEF DATA] 


The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) requires all Parties to submit Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) outlining their climate action plans. The current NDC should be updated by the countries by March 2025, including for Kazakhstan[footnoteRef:3]. Kazakhstan is fully committed to the UNFCCC and has set ambitious target on GHG emissions decrease by 15 per cent by 2030 compared to 1990.  [3:  Kazakhstan First NDC (Updated submission) | UNFCCC] 


The Revised/Updated First NDC for Kazakhstan, published on 2023-06-27 has been assessed as Category C, indicating that it meets 2 out of 4 criteria for child sensitivity based on the following criteria: 1 - References to children and young people (yes), 2 - Rights-based (yes), 3 - Holistic and multisectoral (no), 4 - Inclusive of children and young people (no).[footnoteRef:4] Thus, there is a need to strengthen child sensitivity throughout Kazakhstan’s climate policies, including NDC, National Adaptation Plan etc.  [4:  About - Making Climate and Environment Policies for & with Children and Young People V3 (unicef.org) ] 

The Government-led climate policies influence and direct local, regional and national finance and action. When policies are child sensitive, their potential to lower child vulnerability to climate change increases. Child-sensitive policies also position children and young people to be more aware, educated, empowered and resilient. Understanding and knowing how to build more inclusive policies for and with children and young people is critical. 

UNICEF under its Global Sustainability and Climate Change Action Plan for 2023-2030 is accelerating its efforts to fill the global gaps to protect the most vulnerable children, including an ongoing commitment to fulfil the promise of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The focus is now to help governments and communities build low-carbon, resilient essential services for children; equip young people to be champions for the planet; and accelerate a just transition to a nature-positive and carbon-neutral world through the influence of our advocacy, operations and supply chain. 

In Kazakhstan, mainstreaming child rights in the country’s NDC and national UNFCCC commitments and climate and environmental policies is crucial. The national technical expert will be supporting the NDC 3.0 TWG to integrate child-sensitive approaches into these national policies. This will be done via reviews and analyses of the current climate and environmental policies, identifying child-sensitive climate mitigation and adaptation measures and child-sensitive indicators, facilitating the stakeholder discussions and capacity strengthening workshops for NDC 3.0 TWG members and relevant stakeholders, and as a result ensuring the next NDC is child-centered.




		






