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	TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR LOCAL CONSULTANCY 
Consultant on Child Protection in Emergency - with a focus on Mental Health and Psychosocial Support (MHPSS)

Individual Consultant is expected to perform this assignment home-based.

Duty Station: Yerevan, Armenia
Supervisor: Child Protection Specialist 
Time-frame: from 1 June 2021 to 31 December 2021 (120 days within 7-month period)


	Purpose of Activity/Assignment: 
As a result of the escalation of conflict in Nagorno Karabakh, Armenia faced an increased number of “spontaneous arrivals” into the country in 2020. UNICEF is working alongside UN and key partners, and in coordination with Government, to assess arising needs, provide urgent support to affected populations. Arriving children and their families need urgent support in child protection, education, health and nutrition, basic needs and cash-assistance. The situation is exacerbated by a spike in COVID-19 cases, impacting host and affected populations. 
In terms of child protection, arriving children of all ages are extremely vulnerable to mental health and psychosocial distress. The COVID-19 situation in host communities, and now impacting arriving populations, further exacerbates negative impacts on the mental health and overall wellbeing of children and their families. Situation of double emergency aggravates the risk of different forms of violence against children and gender-based violence, increases the risks for children in contact with the law and children deprived of parental care, including unaccompanied and separated children.
To ensure an appropriate, effective response to the emergency, the UNICEF Country Office is scaling up its Child Protection in Emergencies (CPiE) component, building on national and sub-national protection entry points with government and other partners. Since the most critical need in the area of child protection is the psycho-social first aid and psycho-social support to children and caregivers, the child protection team will require some technical expertise in the area of Mental Health and Psychosocial Support (MHPSS). This area is also  an institutional priority for the UN, including  UNICEF. Moreover, the UNICEF Strategic Plan 2018-2021 identifies MHPSS as a priority area for children, caregivers/ parents and young people, and proposes building upon existing programming through child protection, education and health with a focus on addressing inequities related to gender, and disabilities. 
Working under the leadership and supervision of the UNICEF CP Specialist, the consultant will support the UNICEF Country Office and Child Protection team in strengthening existing services and systems to respond to the child protection risks and needs of children, adolescents and caregivers/parents directly or indirectly affected by the NK conflict and COVID-19 emergencies.

	Scope of Work:
Under the supervision of the UNICEF CP Specialist and in cooperation with UNICEF Programme Team (including ADAP, Health, Education, Gender) and partners, including government and NGOs, Child Protection Sub-Working Group - CPSWG, MHPSS technical reference group and other relevant coordination structures, the Consultant will work to support the CP team in scaling up the child protection response to the emergency. Specifically, the Consultant will be responsible for the following tasks:
 
1. Support in development of comprehensive multi-sectorial MHPSS response plan for the office, based on the Inter-Agency Response Plan priorities and in consultation with relevant UN and other agencies. The MHPSS response plan should include: 
a) mapping of existing MHPSS services/projects/activities, with the aim to ensure the coverage of needs at all levels and strengthen Intersectional Referral Pathways within UNICEF and between organizations and service providers. 
b) identification of capacity gaps within social services, and 
c) recommendations on institutionalization and sustainability of provision of MHPSS to children, parents and caregivers in the situation of emergency and beyond, including through introducing new MHPSS activities to respond to the varying and complex needs of children and families, continuing, and improving quality and reach of ongoing MHPSS activities and programming across sectors.

2. Support UNICEF CP team in implementing the MHPSS components of child protection programme, including provision of technical support and guidance to implementing partners, monitoring of implementation of MHPSS interventions in line with the comprehensive multi-sectorial MHPSS response plan.
	Work Assignment Overview

	Tasks/Milestone:
	Deliverables/Outputs:
	Timeline
	

	Support in development of comprehensive multi-sectorial MHPSS response plan for the office, based on the Inter-Agency Response Plan priorities. The MHPSS response plan should include: 
	Draft MHPSS response plan with elements described in activity 1 in the scope of work above
	30 days
	

	Support UNICEF CP team in implementing the MHPSS components of child protection programme, including provision of technical support and guidance to implementing partners, monitoring of implementation of MHPSS interventions in line with the comprehensive multi-sectorial MHPSS response plan.
	Monthly report outlining (with relevant support documents) key actions taken related to activity 2 in the scope of work above
	60 days
	

	Support UNICEF CP team in coordinating the child protection response within CPSWG through provision of expertise and support to partners in developing and putting in place enhanced mechanisms for protection of children from increased risk of violence in emergencies, operational procedures for identification and referral of unaccompanied and separated children, prevention of sexual violence against children.

	Monthly report outlining (with relevant support documents) key actions taken related to activity 3 in the scope of work above
	30 days
	

	Minimum Qualifications required:
	Knowledge/Expertise/Skills required:

	Master’s degree in Social Sciences, Psychology, Health
	[bookmark: _Hlk71882973]At least five years professional experience in one of the following areas: psychology, social work, child welfare, 
child protection, health, education; 
[bookmark: _Hlk71882998]• Excellent knowledge and skills in mental health and psychosocial support. Knowledge and skills in MHPSS for children is an asset; 
• Knowledge on and understanding of child protection in emergency is an asset; 
• Excellent planning and organizational skills; 
• Excellent analytical and written skills; 
• Strong communication skills - both oral and written; 
• Good team player enjoys being part of a multi-cultural 
and multi-disciplinary team; 
• Fluency in English; 
• Experience working with UN/international organizations
is an asset.

	[bookmark: _Hlk71883300]Terms of the application:
The deadline for the submission of applications is 23 May 2021. Applications should include:
· Cover letter; 
· CV;
· Financial Proposal.

All qualified applicants should apply online, using the UNICEF E-Recruitment system and following the 
online application link: 

Incomplete applications will not be considered.

Individuals engaged under a consultancy or individual contract will not be considered “staff members” 
under the Staff Regulations and Rules of the United Nations and UNICEF’s policies and procedures, and 
will not be entitled to benefits provided therein (such as leave entitlements and medical insurance 
coverage). Their conditions of service will be governed by their contract and the General Conditions of Contracts for the Services of Consultants and Individual Contractors. Consultants and individual 
contractors are responsible for determining their tax liabilities and for the payment of any taxes and/or 
duties, in accordance with local or other applicable laws. 
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