
 
 

 

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

Consultancy for Multi-Sector Nutrition Plan Coordinator 
 

CONTRACT MODALITY Individual Consultancy  
 

DURATION OF CONTRACT  12 months 
 

 
Purpose of Assignment 

The purpose of this consultancy is to provide coordination and technical support to the National Planning 
Commission (NPC) and the National Nutrition and Food Security Secretariat (NNFSS) in strengthening multi-sector 
coordination structures at the federal, provincial, and local levels and supporting the operationalization of EU 
budget support for the effective implementation of the Multi-Sector Nutrition Plan III (MSNP-III, 2023-2030). The 
assignment will focus on strengthening multi-sector coordination mechanisms, enhancing the capacity of MSNP-
III governance structures across all three levels of government, and facilitating the implementation, monitoring, 
and reporting of EU budget support toward the achievement of Disbursement Linked Indicators (DLIs) under the 
leadership of the NPC. 

The consultant will additionally support the advocacy efforts to establish nutrition-responsive financing for MSNP-
III implementation, support alignment of MSNP-III priorities with national policies and sectoral plans, ensure 
effective coordination and reporting to the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement Secretariat, and contribute to 
the coordination and reporting of Nepal's international commitments, including the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), Nutrition for Growth 2025 (N4G), and UN Food Systems Dialogue commitments. 

Scope of Work 

As per the CPAP 2023-2027, UNICEF has been providing technical support to the GoN of Nepal for the effective 
implementation of quality nutrition services under the broader framework of Multi-Sector Nutrition Plan (MSNP-
III), spanning from 2023 to 2030. The MSNP III has been developed under the leadership of the National Planning 
Commission (NPC) to build on the achievements of MSNP-II and attain international commitments such as the 
Sustainable Development Goal 2030 (SDG 2030), the Nutrition for Growth Summit 2021 and the UN Food Systems 
Summit 2021. MSNP-III was approved by the Government of Nepal (GoN) on February 1, 2024, and has garnered 
continued support from the European Union (EU), which has committed €23 million for its implementation from 
2024 to 2026. This support is structured through direct budgetary contributions and complementary measures 
facilitated by UNICEF as per the Co-financial agreement (FA) between the GoN and the EU. 

The success of EU budget support for MSNP-III depends critically on UNICEF's complementary technical assistance 
role. This support is essential for meeting DLIs linked to the EU fund disbursements, scaling up priority nutrition 
specific interventions, strengthening nutrition-friendly governance mechanisms at the local level, enhancing 
capacities across relevant sectors, promoting social and behavior change, and strengthening monitoring and 
evaluation systems, including sectoral information management and quality reporting. The Financing Agreement 
signed between the GoN and the EU on October 4, 2024, and the Country Program Action Plan (CPAP, 2023-2027), 
together govern UNICEF's technical support for MSNP-III implementation. This assistance is crucial for sustaining 
past progress and accelerating efforts toward the ambitious goals of MSNP-III, achievement of EU budget support 
DLIs, and fulfilment of international commitments including the SDGs, N4G 2025, and UN Food Systems Dialogue.  

The High-Level Nutrition and Food Security Steering Committee (HLNFSSC) and the National Nutrition and Food 
Security Coordination Committee (NNFSSC) serve as the apex governance structures for policy direction, strategic 

DUTY STATION  Kathmandu, Nepal 



 
 

 

 

multi-sector coordination, and resource mobilization for MSNP-III implementation. The NNFSS coordinates across 
sectoral ministries, provinces, and development partners, provides technical and operational support to both 
committees, and maintains coordination with the global SUN Movement Secretariat and SUN Networks, including 
UN agencies, donors, and civil society organizations. Given the complexity of managing a multi-sector plan across 
three levels of government while meeting time-bound DLIs under EU budget support, dedicated technical 
expertise embedded within NPC and NNFSS is both strategic and operationally necessary. 

The consultant will support the NPC/NNFSS, the Ministry of Land Management, Cooperatives, Federal Affairs and 
General Administration (MoLMCFAGA), sectoral ministries, provincial and local governments to strengthen 
multisector coordination, enhance the capacity of MSNP governance structures, and integrate MSNP into sectoral, 
provincial, and local planning and budgeting. The support also focuses on the effective implementation of EU 
budget support, including providing coordination and technical support to NPC, MoLMCFAGA, MoF, EU and 
UNICEF to ensure timely reporting the progress against DLIs and fund disbursement. 

The consultant will support in organizing meetings of the HLNFSSC, NNFSSC, and the MSNP Operation and 
Facilitation Committee to facilitate policy guidance, decision-making, and sustained follow-up with sectoral 
ministries, provincial and local governments including stakeholders to ensure implementation of decisions. In 
addition, the support also involve sustained advocacy to leverage domestic resources for MSNP-III, support the 
establishment of nutrition investment tracking system, institutionalize Nutrition-Friendly Local Governance 
(NFLG), and facilitate evidence-based policy dialogue, and strengthening strategic partnerships among 
government institutions, UN agencies, civil society organizations, SUN networks and the SUN Movement 
Secretariat to advance multi sectoral nutrition actions and its alignment with MSNP-III. 

This consultancy contributes to UNICEF programme Output 2.4. “Increased capacity of Government and partners 
for equitable, gender-responsive, evidence-based and risk-informed nutrition policies and programmes, financing 
and leadership”.  

Key Responsibilities: 

• Multi-Sector Coordination and Policy Support: Provide coordination and technical support to NPC and NNFSS 
to strengthen cross-sectoral and intergovernmental coordination among line ministries, provincial and local 
governments, development partners, and stakeholders for effective MSNP-III implementation. Provide 
technical inputs for integrating MSNP-III priorities into sectoral periodic plans, annual work plans, and 
budgets, and ensure alignment with SDGs, N4G commitments, and UN Food Systems Dialogue outcomes. 

• Strengthen MSNP Governance Structures: Support the NPC to strengthen the functional capacity of MSNP 
governance structures, including the HLNFSSC, NNFSCC, MSNP Operational and Facilitation Committee, 
Province Level Nutrition and Food Security Steering Committees (PLNFSSC), and Local Level Nutrition and Food 
Security Steering Committees, for evidence-based planning, resource mobilization, programme 
implementation, and progress monitoring, with direct focus on achievement of EU budget support DLIs.  

• MSNP Integration and results monitoring: Provide technical support to NPC, MoLMCFAGA, the Ministry of 
Health and Population (MoHP), and relevant sectoral ministries to ensure effective implementation, quality 
monitoring, and verification of MSNP-III progress, with particular focus on EU budget support DLIs. Facilitate 
coordination with the Ministry of Finance (MoF) and the EU for timely submission of payment requests and 
fund disbursement. 

• Strengthening Nutrition Financing and Investment Tracking: Support advocacy efforts with NPC, MoF, 
MoLMCFAGA, sectoral ministries, and provincial governments for mobilizing alternative financing sources and 
increasing domestic resource allocation for MSNP-III. Provide technical support and guidance to provincial 
and local governments for developing quality proposals under special grants, and establish a nutrition budget 
and expenditure tracking system covering both nutrition-specific and nutrition-sensitive sectors. 



 
 

 

 

• Capacity Strengthening: Support capacity strengthening initiatives for MSNP sectoral focal points, provincial 
and local level leadership and sectoral staff, and MSNP coordinators and facilitators on MSNP-III 
implementation, adaptation and institutionalization of Nutrition-Friendly Local Governance (NFLG), and 
nutrition budgeting and expenditure monitoring. 

• Monitoring, Review and Reporting: Support Organize individual and joint monitoring visits to assess MSNPIII 
implementation status and DLI progress. Provide technical support for periodic federal-level progress reviews 
of the multi-sector nutrition programme, with specific focus on DLI performance, and facilitate corrective 
actions to enhance programme effectiveness. 

• Coordination and Reporting on Global Nutrition Commitments: Provide technical support for SUN Movement 
coordination and reporting, including strengthening linkages with the Asia Hub (Bangkok), SUN Networks, 
donors, and development partners. Support preparation and submission of the SUN Joint Annual Assessment 
(SUN JAA) report, N4G 2025 commitment tracking, and submissions to the Nutrition Accountability 
Framework (NAF) and the Global Nutrition Report (GNR). 

• Field visits: Conduct field visits across provinces and local levels to support programme monitoring, joint 
supervision, coaching, and capacity-building activities. 

 
Work Assignments Overview  Deliverables/Outputs  Delivery deadline to complete the 

deliverable  

• Provide technical support to 
organize HLNFSSC, NNFSCC, 
Committee meetings, including 
agenda preparation, contribute 
to discussions and ensure 
documentation of decisions and 
follow-up actions and their 
implementation. 
• Facilitate coordination and 
follow-up with MoLMCFAGA, 
sectoral ministries, and provincial 
governments to ensure timely 
integration of MSNPIII priorities 
into F/Y 2025/26 (2082/83) 
planning and budgeting cycles. 
• Support the NPC, MoLMCFAGA 
for the coordination with sectoral 
ministries, Province and Local 
levels for the Evidence 
generation activities (Assessment 
of Income generation grant, 
financial tracking, INMIS) 
• Capacity building of sectoral 
MSNP focal points and finance 
teams on the nutrition 

Deliverable 1 – Submissions of 
following reports / minutes / 
updates: 
• Proceedings, decisions, and 
action trackers from at least 3 
high-level coordination meetings 
(1 HLNFSSC, 2 NNFSCC). 
• Coordination report 
summarizing correspondence 
with sectors and provincial 
government for integration of 
MSNP into annual plan and 
budget for F/Y 2025/26 
(2083/84) 
• Proceedings, meeting notes of 
at least 3 coordination/task team 
meetings for various evidence 
generation activities (IGA Grant 
assessment, financial tracking, 
INIMS).  
• At least one training / 
orientation report on the 
financial tracking tool conducted 
to the sectoral MSNP focal points 
and finance teams. 

14/08/2026 
 



 
 

 

 

investment financial tracking tool 

• Support and facilitate provincial 
and local governments, in 
coordination with MSNP 
Provincial Coordinators, to 
prioritize nutrition interventions 
under special grants and 
coordinate with NPC to ensure 
their inclusion in resource 
allocation processes. 
• Advocate with NPC, 
MoLMCFAGA, MoF, and relevant 
ministries for prioritization of the 
nutrition agenda and allocation 
of domestic resources for MSNP -
III implementation.  
• Support for the MSNP-III 
implementation and progress of 
EU budget support against DLIs 
for F/Y 2025/26 (2083/84) 
• Facilitate and coordinate with 
NPC, MoLMCFAGA, MoF in 
preparing reports on Mirco 
Economic Stability and PFM 
Progress 
• Provide technical support to 
conduct annual review meeting 
of MSNP-III at federal and 
province level. 

Deliverable 2 – Submissions of 
following reports / minutes / 
updates  
• Special grant advocacy and 
allocation tracking report 
covering provinces and local 
levels for F/Y 2025/26 (2082/83) 
including the special grant 
allocation trend of last 5 years. 
• Compiled MSNP-III and DLI 
progress report from the sectoral 
ministries and provinces for F/Y 
2025/26 (2082/83). 
• Coordination report 
documenting engagement with 
NPC, MoLMCFAGA, MoF, and EU 
on timely preparation and 
submission of the Micro 
Economic Stability Report and 
PFM Report 
• Proceedings of 1 annual MSNP-
III review meeting at federal level 
and at least 2 provincial levels. 

31/10/2026 
 

• Support NPC and MoLMCFAGA 
for the Policy Dialogue / 
Consultation on Sustainable 
Financing for MSNP along with 
dissemination of the Findings of 
the Nutrition Investment and 
Expenditure Tracking at all three 
levels.  
• Resource leveraging tracking 
for MSNP- III intervention by 
provinces, and local levels in 
coordination with MoLMCFAGA 
• Facilitate and support the 

Deliverable 3 – Submissions of 
following reports / minutes / 
updates  
• At least two reports of the 
Policy Dialogue/Consultation on 
Sustainable Financing for MSNP 
along with dissemination of the 
Findings of the Nutrition 
Investment and Expenditure 
Tracking.  
• Compiled report on budget 
allocation for F/Y 2025/26 
including the trend of last 5 FYs 

14/01/2027  



 
 

 

 

federal / Province level 
interaction of MSNP and capacity 
building of the province and local 
levels on MSNP and NFLG. 
• Provide technical support to 
NPC for SUN Asia Hub (Bangkok) 
linkages and submission of SUN 
JAA Report 2026. 
• Support NPC to initiate the Mid 
Term review of MSNP-III. 

for MSNP-III implementation at 
federal, provincial and local level. 
• At least two reports of the 
federal/province level interaction 
of MSNP and capacity building of 
the province and local levels on 
MSNP and NFLG. 
• Documentation on 
coordination and reporting to 
SUN Movement Secretariat, Asia 
Hub and report of the SUN JAA 
2026. 
• Draft ToR for the Mid Term 
Review of MSNP-III 

• Conduct field monitoring visit 
and facilitate integration of NFLG. 
• Strengthen the capacity of 
provincial and local governments 
to develop quality proposals on 
MSNP and nutrition-related 
interventions for securing special 
grants and guide them on 
procedures for timely and duly 
completion of online submission. 
• Support NPC and MoLMCFAGA 
to include at least one session on 
the special grant in capacity 
building activities such as MSNP 
Facilitators training, NFLG 
training etc. 
• Support for the tracking and 
reporting the progress for N4G 
Commitments. 

Deliverable 4 – Submissions of 
following reports / minutes / 
updates  
• Field monitoring reports from 
at least 3 provinces with follow 
up actions. 
• At least two orientation reports 
on special grant to the Provincial 
MSNP Coordinators and MSNP 
Facilitators. 
• Report of at least 4 sessions 
facilitated on special grant during 
MSNP Facilitators and NFLG 
training, NFLG training and 
program reviews meetings. 
• Updated final resource book 
with sessions on special grant. 
• Compiled N4G commitment 
tracking report covering progress 
on all sectoral indicators for the 
2026 reporting cycle, submitted 
to the Global Nutrition Report 
and NAF. 

31/03/2027 

• Support NPC, MoLMCFAGA, 
MoF and sectoral ministries on 
the nutrition intervention tagging 
and tracking along with 
establishment of nutrition budget 
code. 

Deliverable 5 – Submissions of 
following reports / minutes / 
updates  
• Document proceedings and 
decisions from inter-sectoral 
meetings on the use of the 

10/06/2027 



 
 

 

 

• Support and Facilitate joint 
monitoring of MSNP-III 
programme (preparing briefing 
notes, itinerary, coordination 
with concerned stakeholders) 
• Support NPC in tracking N4G 
2025 commitments for the 2026 
reporting cycle and submission to 
the Global Nutrition Report and 
Nutrition Accountability 
Framework (NAF). 
• Support for the Mid-Year 
review of MSNP-III 
• Updated partners mapping on 
MSNP-III.  
• Prepare a consolidated end-of-
assignment report documenting 
results, lessons learned, and 
recommendations. 

Nutrition Intervention Taxonomy 
for tagging and tracking, 
including meeting notes and 
progress updates on the 
establishment of nutrition budget 
codes. 
• At least two Joint monitoring 
reports with follow up actions. 
• Policy notes/briefing papers on 
MSNP-III to support advocacy for 
evidence-based planning and 
mobilization of domestic and 
external resources to achieve 
MSNP-III priorities contributing 
to SDGs, N4G, and Food Systems 
Dialogue (FSD) commitments. 
• Consolidated partner mapping 
on MSNP-III.  
• Mid-year progress status of 
MSNP III implementation and 
progress of EU budget support 
against Disbursement Linked 
Indicators (DLIs)  
• Consolidated end-of-
assignment report: results 
achieved, good practices, 
bottlenecks, and 
recommendations for sustaining 
MSNP-III implementation gains. 

 

Payment Schedule: 
Payment will be made on submission and acceptance of deliverables. UNICEF reserves the right to withhold 
payment in case the deliverables submitted are not up to the required standard or in case of delays in submitting 
the deliverables on the part of the consultant.  
 
Important Notes 

 Individuals engaged under a consultancy or individual contract will not be considered “staff members” 
under the Staff Regulations and Rules of the United Nations and UNICEF’s policies and procedures and will 
not be entitled to benefits provided therein (such as leave entitlements and medical insurance coverage). 
Their conditions of service will be governed by their contract and the General Conditions of Contracts for 
the Services of Consultants and Individual Contractors. Consultants and individual contractors are 
responsible for determining their tax liabilities and for the payment of any taxes and/or duties, in 
accordance with local or other applicable laws.  

 The selected candidate is solely responsible for ensuring that the health insurance (and visa if applicable) 



 
 

 

 

required to perform the duties of the contract are valid for the entire period of the contract. Selected 
candidates are subject to confirmation of fully-vaccinated status against SARS-CoV-2 (Covid-19) with a 
World Health Organization (WHO)-endorsed vaccine, which must be met prior to taking up the assignment. 
It does not apply to consultants who will work remotely and are not expected to work on or visit UNICEF 
premises, programme delivery locations or directly interact with communities UNICEF works with, nor to 
travel to perform functions for UNICEF for the duration of their consultancy contracts.  

 UNICEF offers reasonable accommodation for consultants with disabilities. This may include, for example, 
accessible software, travel assistance for missions or personal attendants. We encourage you to disclose 
your disability during your application in case you need reasonable accommodation during the selection 
process and afterwards in your assignment.  

 
 
       QUALIFICATIONS / SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE / EXPERIENCE/ COMPETENCIES 
(CORE/TECHNICAL/FUNCTIONAL) / LANGUAGE SKILLS REQUIRED FOR THE ASSIGNMENT   

• Education: University degree in social science, management, health economics, public health, nutrition, 
agriculture, or a related field 

• Work Experience:  

o A minimum of five years (master's degree holders) or ten years (bachelor's degree holders) of 
professional experience in multi-sector coordination, nutrition governance, system strengthening, 
and nutrition-related planning, budgeting, and programme management at the federal level. 

o At least five years of experience of working at the national level in multi-sectoral nutrition planning 
and programming, including policy support for the integration of MSNP priorities into sectoral plans, 
strategies, and programmes, with demonstrated ability to collaborate effectively with government 
agencies and multiple stakeholders. 

o Demonstrated experience in coordination, data analytics, facilitation, and capacity-building within 
a Multi Sector Nutrition programme context. 

o Demonstrated experience and in-depth knowledge of MSNP-III, including the roles of NPC, NNFSS, 
MoLMCFAGA, sectoral ministries, departments, and provincial and local governments in its 
implementation, is essential. 

• Language Requirements: Excellent Nepali and English writing and verbal communication skills. 

• Knowledge/Expertise/Skills: 

o Strong coordination, communication, advocacy, and partnership-building skills with a 
demonstrated commitment to delivering timely, high-quality results. 

o Ability to work independently and as a team member with a proactive approach to taking initiative. 

o Proficiency in MS Office Suite (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook) and database management 
including ICT. 

• Desirables: 

o Prior coordination experience with multi-stakeholder platforms at national and subnational 
government levels. 

o Previous work experience with UNICEF or UNICEF supported programmes in multi-sector 
coordination, EU budget support implementation, and nutrition governance is an advantage. 

 
 


