
  

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

        

Regional household survey consultant 

 

CONTRACT MODALITY Individual Consultancy  
 

DURATION OF CONTRACT 6 months 
 

 
Purpose of Assignment 

UNICEF is a UN organization mandated by the UN General Assembly to advocate for the protection of 
children’s rights, to help meet their basic needs and to expand their opportunities to reach their full potential. 
In Eastern and Southern Africa Region (ESAR), UNICEF is working with its partners to support the 
Governments to realize children’s rights on survival, development, protection and participation. 

The Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS) is an international household survey programme developed 
and supported by UNICEF. MICS is designed to collect estimates of key indicators that are used to assess and 
monitor the situation of children and women. Over the past three decades, MICS has evolved to respond to 
changing data needs, expanding from 28 indicators in the first round to more than 250 indicators in the 
current seventh round, and has become a key source of data on child protection, early childhood education, 
and a major source of data on child health and nutrition. In addition to being a data collection tool to generate 
data for monitoring the progress towards national goals and global commitments for promoting the welfare 
of children, MICS provided valuable data for the Millenium Development Goals (MDGs) and recently for the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) monitoring and reporting. 

Surveys are carried out by government organizations, usually the National Statistics Office, with the support 
and technical assistance of UNICEF based on MICS programme standards. The Regional Household Survey 
Consultant has the responsibility for supporting the preparation and implementation and quality assurance 
of relevant country survey operations through the provision of specialized technical assistance during the 
various phases of the implementation (remote and on-site), review of survey documents, oversight of MICS 
activities and trainings. 

Scope of Work 
 
Under the overall supervision of the Regional Data and Research manager and MICS Coordinator, the Regional 
Household Survey Consultant has the responsibility for supporting the preparation, implementation and quality 
assurance of survey processes as per MICS standards through provision of specialized technical assistance to 
the country and national counterparts. 
 
Key activities include: 
 
1.Support the Regional MICS Coordinator in providing technical assistance and oversight for MICS in Uganda 
and Botswana in preparations and workshops. 
2.In coordination and collaboration with the Regional MICS Coordinator and other relevant experts, review and 
provide feedback to Uganda Country Office on the following documents for compliance with MICS standards: 
•Country survey planning documentations 
•Indicators and Questionnaires 
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•Training plans, and agenda of training of interviewers (ToT, field interviewers) 
•field monitoring reports 
•pre-test and test of Computer Assisted Personal Interviewing (CAPI) programmes report. 
•Tabulation plans 
•Tables 
•Report and snapshots 
3.Support Uganda and Botswana through in-county visits in carrying out the following survey activities: 
a.Pre-test training and pre-test monitoring 
b.Fieldwork training and monitoring 
4.In collaboration with the MICS Regional Coordinator, provide country survey updates to RO and HQ as per 
milestones 
5.Facilitate communication between the MICS HQ GIS expert and Census/NSO GIS experts, obtaining access to 
cluster geocodes and boundary shapefiles for the survey, and training activities. 
6.Provide specialist support and training for Mental health module, FLM and violence modules as needed. 
 
All MICS standard tools from survey design to report writing are shared in MICS program website 
(www.mics.unicef.org). As per Technical Collaboration Framework, the consultant will provide technical support 
to Uganda Country Office in reviewing customized tools and implementing key activities such as training of 
interviewers.  
 
The consultant is to indicate all-inclusive (lump sum) fee for the services to be provided, including all associated 
administrative and international travel costs, if applicable (including, but not limited to costs for obtaining visas 
and travel insurance). Travel costs to Uganda 10 working days will be reimbursed based on the most direct and 
economy fare. 
The Regional Household Survey Consultant must respect the confidentiality of the MICS data as well as any 
country specific MICS documents that will be produced throughout the MICS process. The Regional Household 
Survey Consultant can use the documents and the datasets only for the tasks related to this terms of reference. 
 

 

Work Assignments Overview  Deliverables/Outputs  Delivery deadline to complete the 

deliverable  

Technical Assistance (TA) to Country 

survey planning and preparations 

(Uganda and Botswana), including 

review and quality assurance  

Submit a final review and report on 

CSP development and budget 

(Uganda)  

31- Dec-2026  

Submit a final review and report on 

CSP development and budget 

(Uganda)  

31- Jul-2027  

Submit workshop report on: Country 

level Survey design workshop prep 

and delivery (Botswana)  

28-Feb -2027  

TA for Fieldwork preparations and 
fieldwork (Uganda) including review 
and quality assurance  

 

Submit questionnaire customization, 

review and finalization report  

30-Apr -2027  

Submit pre-test training, pre-test 

report and CAPI testing and review 

report  

31- Mar- 2026  



  

 

Submit final material on preparation 

of training including agenda, 

materials and logistics  

31-May-2027  

Training of interviewers and 

supervising fieldwork start – submit 

training report  

31-Aug-2027  

Field check tables review report  31-Sep- 2027  

Develop standardized training 
package for 5 modules comprising:  
- Training manual  
- Training presentations  
- Interviewer assessment materials  

 

1. Submit training package for 
household listing  
2. Submit training package for 
education attainment and 
attendance  
3. Submit training package for WASH 
module  
4. Submit training package for birth 
history module  
5. Submit training package for 
foundational learning module  
 
 

31-Dec-2027  

 

Payment Schedule: 
Payment will be made on submission and acceptance of deliverables. UNICEF reserves the right to withhold 
payment in case the deliverables submitted are not up to the required standard or in case of delays in 
submitting the deliverables on the part of the consultant.  
 
Important Notes 

• Individuals engaged under a consultancy or individual contract will not be considered “staff members” 
under the Staff Regulations and Rules of the United Nations and UNICEF’s policies and procedures and will 
not be entitled to benefits provided therein (such as leave entitlements and medical insurance coverage). 
Their conditions of service will be governed by their contract and the General Conditions of Contracts for 
the Services of Consultants and Individual Contractors. Consultants and individual contractors are 
responsible for determining their tax liabilities and for the payment of any taxes and/or duties, in 
accordance with local or other applicable laws.  

• The selected candidate is solely responsible for ensuring that the health insurance (and visa if applicable) 
required to perform the duties of the contract are valid for the entire period of the contract. Selected 
candidates are subject to confirmation of fully-vaccinated status against SARS-CoV-2 (Covid-19) with a 
World Health Organization (WHO)-endorsed vaccine, which must be met prior to taking up the assignment. 
It does not apply to consultants who will work remotely and are not expected to work on or visit UNICEF 
premises, programme delivery locations or directly interact with communities UNICEF works with, nor to 
travel to perform functions for UNICEF for the duration of their consultancy contracts.  

• UNICEF offers reasonable accommodation for consultants with disabilities. This may include, for example, 
accessible software, travel assistance for missions or personal attendants. We encourage you to disclose 
your disability during your application in case you need reasonable accommodation during the selection 
process and afterwards in your assignment.  



  

 

 
 
       QUALIFICATIONS / SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE / EXPERIENCE/ COMPETENCIES 

(CORE/TECHNICAL/FUNCTIONAL) / LANGUAGE SKILLS REQUIRED FOR THE ASSIGNMENT   
 
Education: 

• MA Social Sciences, Demography, Statistics, Epidemiology, or other related technical field with significant 
measurement or analysis component is required  

 
Work Experience: 

• At least 10 years’ experience in the coordination and/or management of quantitative household surveys 

such as MICS (DHS is an asset); 

• Experience of collaborating with National Statistics Offices in ESAR; and in training and capacity 

strengthening of national counterparts on MICS survey methodology 

• Experience in survey data tabulations and quality assessments and survey report preparations 

• Experience in field testing of survey instruments and provision of TA an asset 

• Experience in Mental health, violence and Foundational learning modules an asset 

 
Language Requirements: 

• Fluency in English 

 
Knowledge/Expertise/Skills: 

• Expertise in statistical analyses (familiarity with data processing and data analysis software such as CSPro 

and SPSS); 

Additional: 

• Ability and willingness to travel across ESAR  

 


