  
 
 
         
 

  
 
 
         
 

 
 
 
 

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR TEMPORARY APPOINTMENT
 	
	Purpose 
	Child Protection Specialist MRM 

	Level 
	P3 

	Type of Contract 
	TA 

	Location 
	Bamako 

	Duration 
	364 days 

	Start Date 
	15/02/2025 

	Reporting to 
	[bookmark: _Hlk186715896]Child Protection Specialist MRM P4



PURPOSE 
Mali has been undergoing a multidimensional crisis since 2012. The Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism (MRM) was activated in Mali in 2013. Since the withdrawal of MINUSMA at the end of 2023, The United Nations in Mali, with co-leadership by the Resident Coordinator and the UNICEF Representative, is the responsible for implementing all activities relating to the MRM, which includes carrying out monitoring activities, collecting, verifying and reporting on incidents relating to the six grave violations of children's rights, in order to holding the parties to the conflict accountable and putting in place advocacy actions and responses to the needs of child victims, witnesses and perpetrators. MRM activities also involve capacity building of parties to the conflict, with a focus on preventing and eradicating all grave violations of child rights.
It is important that the United Nations team is strengthened to fill the workload gap left by MINUSMA. This reinforcement will make it possible to maintain and strengthen key partnerships, and to continue all the work relating to the MRM data collection with a view to drafting the reports required by the UN Secretary General.  
The UN in Mali is scaling up its Child Protection Emergency Response, with a focus on the provision of life saving services to children affected by armed conflict and on monitoring and reporting (MRM) grave violations. 
The United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF) Mali is seeking the support of a qualified Child Protection Specialist with a strong knowledge of Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism of grave child rights violations.  To this end, the Child Protection Specialist will provide support related to UNICEF Mali country office’s obligations and commitments in relation to SCR 1612 (2005).   

MAIN DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
· Ensure the monitoring and reporting of grave violations against children in Mali  
· Support the Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism under the joint framework of the UN Country; Task Force on Monitoring and Reporting (CTFMR) and ensure that the grave violations of children’s rights in situations of armed conflict are monitored and reported; 
· Prepare quality and timely analysis and reports on the situation of children affected by armed conflict, including contributions to Security Council-mandated reports, with a focus on the Global Horizontal Note, the inputs for the Secretary-General’s annual report on Children and Armed Conflict; 
· Ensure recurrent MRM trainings for UNICEF staff and implementing partners; 
· Support and strengthen the Country Task Force on Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism on the six grave Violations, strengthen its role as a reliable inter-agency and independent platform to document and report grave violations by all parties to the conflict. Support policy advocacy as needed; 
· Technical support to the CPiE programs related to ongoing release and reintegration of Children Associated with Armed Forces and Groups (CAAFAG); 
· In close cooperation with the CPiE Specialists, support development of preparedness plans for the release of children from armed groups; 
· Strengthen the link between the monitoring & reporting and programmatic response to children victims of violations through the reinforcement of coordination and referral mechanisms and the mainstreaming of the MRM into the broader work of humanitarian clusters (in particular the protection, education, health, and Gender-Based Violence clusters); 
· Support quality implementation for the Action Plans with the armed groups to end and prevent grave violations against children, engage other parties and armed groups on the issue of children and armed conflict;
· Support the MRMIMS+ deployment. 
· Liaise with the members of the Children and Armed Conflict (CAAC) Group of Friends to support the implementation of its mandate and activities. 
· Support UNICEF/UN’s engagement with all parties to conflict and other relevant actors where relevant, including support to UNICEF Country Representatives and Child Protection Specialist MRM P4;  
· Facilitate the functioning of the CTFMR a CAAC/MRM working group at technical level, and at senior level (CTFMR or equivalent interagency body) if required;  
· Contribute to UNICEF’s advocacy strategy on child protection and children’s rights; 
· Contribute to other child protection in emergency issues as requested by the Child Protection Specialist MRM P4; 
· Strengthen collaboration with other UNICEF sections, the UNCT and partners, including to link the monitoring and reporting of grave child rights violations to programmatic responses and advocacy initiatives 
· Work closely with the interagency MRM specialist to and the RCO to support the colead of the MRM and coordinate the actions required to facilitate this 
 
Management and Supervision 
· The Child Protection Specialist-MRM P3 reports to the Child Protection Specialist MRM P4. 
· The Child Protection Specialist-MRM handles sensitive and confidential information and is bound by UNICEF standards of confidentiality in accessing and handling the information. 
 
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS  
 
EDUCATION  
An advanced university degree (master’s or higher) in international development, human rights, psychology, sociology, international law or other social science field is required.  
A first University Degree in a relevant field combined with 2 additional years of professional experience may be accepted in lieu of an Advanced University Degree. 
 
WORK EXPERIENCE   
· A minimum of 5 years of experience with UNICEF and/or other relevant actors, including experience with child protection or SBC/Education programming related to explosive ordnance risk education in situations of armed conflict. 
· Knowledge of the Malian or the Central Sahel context will be an asset. 
· Previous professional experience in human rights and/or child rights monitoring and reporting. 
· Advanced technical knowledge of the MRM, including on the specific role of UNICEF within the MRM. 
· Strong analytical and communication skills (both written and oral) 
· Background and familiarity with international human rights and humanitarian law, monitoring and reporting on grave violations against children is highly desirable. 
· Knowledge of UNICEF’s core commitments to children in humanitarian action as well as the humanitarian cluster approach, particularly the child protection working group (subcluster). 
 
LANGUAGES  
· Fluency in verbal and written French and English 
· Good knowledge of another UN language or a local language is an asset. 

VALUES AND COMPETENCY REQUIRED: 
 
	Core Values: 
· Care  
· Respect 
· Integrity 
· Trust 
· Accountability 
 
Core Competencies   
· Demonstrates Self Awareness and Ethical Awareness (1)  
· Works Collaboratively with others (1)  
· Builds and Maintains Partnerships (1)  
· Innovates and Embraces Change (1)  
· Thinks and Acts Strategically (1)  
· Drive to achieve impactful results (1)  
· Manages ambiguity and complexity (1) 
	Functional Competencies:  
· Formulating strategies and concepts (II) 
· Analyzing (II) 
· Relating and networking (II) 
· Deciding and Initiating action (II) 
· Applying technical expertise (III) 
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