
  

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 
        

TITLE – Consultant, Clean Air – HEHC programme 
CONTRACT MODALITY Individual Consultancy  

 

DURATION OF CONTRACT 15 months 
 

 
Purpose of Assignment 
 

The purpose of the consultancy is to provide technical leadership and programme guidance to operationalize the 
Clean Air for Healthy Children agenda by delivering air-quality monitoring and data expertise, exposure and health-
impact assessment, a maintained global knowledge library, direct Country Office support, and coordination of 
cross UN reporting 

 

Scope of Work 
 
The UNICEF Strategic Plan has elevated action on climate change and environmental degradation as an 
organizational priority, to be integrated throughout UNICEF programmes. To concretize this, UNICEF HQ is 
implementing its global Healthy Environments for Healthy Children (HEHC) programme framework. The 
Framework explicitly recognizes that protecting children requires more than governmental policy; it demands 
a fundamental transformation in how the private sector operates, produces, and engages with communities. 
To mobilize collection action, UNICEF and partners have founded a Children’s Environmental Health 
Collaborative to protect child health and development from the impact of climate change and environmental 
degradation.  
 
UNICEF is currently implementing the Healthy Environments for Healthy Children programme in about 50 low- 
and middle-income countries to support the prioritization of the issue in the national agenda. Through the 
Clean Air, Healthy Children agenda, UNICEF supports Country Offices and governments to place children at 
the centre of air quality action. UNICEF’s role is to help countries understand children’s exposure, identify 
priority sources, strengthen policy and healthsector action, mobilize communities and young people, and 
reduce exposure in the places where children live, learn, receive care, and grow.  
 
Operationalizing UNICEF’s Clean Air for Healthy Children agenda requires a reliable, technically robust focal 
point that can translate air quality science to accelerate uptake of evidence into policy and programming 
across regions. Country teams routinely need support with monitoring strategies, sensor QA/QC, emissions 
inventories, modelling, and pragmatic exposure health analyses to inform proposals, advocate with 
governments, and design interventions. This position provides UNICEF with the sustained, high-quality 
technical capacity necessary to scale clean-air interventions equitably and efficiently, bridging global 
standards and local action, ensuring scientific rigour in cross-UN reporting, and enabling Country Offices to 
make evidence-based decisions that protect children’s health.  
 
Under the supervision of the global lead and based on the review/inputs of stakeholders, the consultant will 
support the following over the time-period:  
 
1. Technical leadership & Centre of Excellence functions: Provide sustained technical leadership from 

DUTY STATION  Bangkok/Office Based 



  

 

UNICEF’s Bangkok Centre of Excellence to standardize methods, ensure scientific quality, and provide rapid 
authoritative inputs to programmes, proposals and interagency products.  
 
2. Country Office support & operationalization: Translate global standards into locally appropriate monitoring 
and programmatic approaches; prioritize and deliver direct technical support to Country Offices.  
 
3. Monitoring, data management, modelling & health impact assessment: Provide expertise on monitoring 
strategy, sensor QA/QC, data governance, emissions inventories, source attribution and exposure/health 
impact assessment.  
 
4. Partnerships, academic brokerage & cross-UN coordination: Broker specialist inputs from universities and 
technical partners, and act as UNICEF’s primary focal point for cross-UN agency report generation on air 
pollution and child health.  
 
5. Knowledge management & capacity building: Maintain and expand a global knowledge library, produce 
accessible technical resources, and deliver targeted capacity building for COs and partners. 

 
 

Work Assignments Overview  Deliverables/Outputs  Delivery deadline  

1. Technical leadership & Centre 
of Excellence functions: Provide 
sustained technical leadership 
from UNICEF’s Bangkok Centre of 
Excellence to standardize 
methods, ensure scientific 
quality, and provide rapid 
authoritative inputs to 
programmes, proposals and 
interagency products. 

Deliverable 1 - Develop 2026-27 
CoE workplan on Clean Air, 
Healthy Children agenda 
including CoE support, 
collaborative activities and 
development of global products. 
Creation, updating, and 
maintenance of standard 
operating procedures (SOPs) and 
technical checklists for air-quality 
activities maintained by the CoE. 
Creation or revision of up-to 
EIGHT internal technical briefs for 
CO technical support including 
deployment guidance for Air 
Quality Monitoring (reference 
monitors and low-cost sensors), 
QA/QC procedures, calibration 
protocols and metadata 
templates. 

30 Nov 2027 – 60 days 

2. Country Office support & 
operationalization: Translate 
global standards into locally 
appropriate monitoring and 
programmatic approaches; 

Deliverable 2 - Update air-quality 
activities and capacities in up to 
25 COs, with gap analysis and 
prioritization matrix. Develop full 
monitoring/ quality-

30 Nov 2027 – 100 days 

Estimated 8 trips 



  

 

prioritize and deliver direct 
technical support to Country 
Offices. 

improvement plans for up to 8 
Country Offices projects and 
provide technical review inputs 
(proposal or plan reviews) for up 
to 10 additional CO during the 
contract period. 

 

3. Monitoring, data 
management, modelling & health 
impact assessment Provide 
expertise on monitoring strategy, 
sensor QA/QC, data governance, 
emissions inventories, source 
attribution and exposure/health-
impact assessment. 

Deliverable 3 - Guidance and 
worked examples for emissions 
inventories and source-
attribution methods tailored to 
CO contexts. In upto 5 countries 
initiating reference monitoring 
activities, provide technical 
guidance on quality assurance 
project planning 

30 Nov 2027 – 30 days 

4. Partnerships, academic 
brokerage & cross-UN 
coordination: Broker specialist 
inputs from universities and 
technical partners, and act as 
UNICEF’s primary focal point for 
cross-UN agency report 
generation on air pollution and 
child health 

Deliverable 4 - Updated global 
knowledge library/portal content 
(SOPs, toolkits, country case 
studies, data resources). Secure 
upto SIX new partners on Clean 
Air, Healthy Children on the CEH 
Collaborative. Two documented 
case studies and a short 
dissemination slide/video 
package. 

30 Nov 2027 – 40 days  

Estimated 2 trips 

5. Knowledge management & 
capacity building: Maintain and 
expand a global knowledge 
library, produce accessible 
technical resources, and deliver 
targeted capacity building for 
COs and partners 

Deliverable 5 - Partner 
engagement plan and contact 
matrix for academic and 
multilateral collaborators. Up to 
SIX global webinars on Clean Air, 
Healthy Children on the 
Children’s Environmental Health 
Collaborative Up to FIVE UNICEF 
global internal webinars 

30 Nov 2027 – 60 days 

  



  

 

 

Payment Schedule: 
Payment will be made on submission and acceptance of deliverables. UNICEF reserves the right to withhold 
payment in case the deliverables submitted are not up to the required standard or in case of delays in submitting 
the deliverables on the part of the consultant.  
 
Important Notes 

 Individuals engaged under a consultancy or individual contract will not be considered “staff members” 
under the Staff Regulations and Rules of the United Nations and UNICEF’s policies and procedures and will 
not be entitled to benefits provided therein (such as leave entitlements and medical insurance coverage). 
Their conditions of service will be governed by their contract and the General Conditions of Contracts for 
the Services of Consultants and Individual Contractors. Consultants and individual contractors are 
responsible for determining their tax liabilities and for the payment of any taxes and/or duties, in 
accordance with local or other applicable laws.  

 The selected candidate is solely responsible for ensuring that the health insurance (and visa if applicable) 
required to perform the duties of the contract are valid for the entire period of the contract. Selected 
candidates are subject to confirmation of fully-vaccinated status against SARS-CoV-2 (Covid-19) with a 
World Health Organization (WHO)-endorsed vaccine, which must be met prior to taking up the assignment. 
It does not apply to consultants who will work remotely and are not expected to work on or visit UNICEF 
premises, programme delivery locations or directly interact with communities UNICEF works with, nor to 
travel to perform functions for UNICEF for the duration of their consultancy contracts.  

 UNICEF offers reasonable accommodation for consultants with disabilities. This may include, for example, 
accessible software, travel assistance for missions or personal attendants. We encourage you to disclose 
your disability during your application in case you need reasonable accommodation during the selection 
process and afterwards in your assignment.  

 
 
       QUALIFICATIONS / SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE / EXPERIENCE/ COMPETENCIES 
(CORE/TECHNICAL/FUNCTIONAL) / LANGUAGE SKILLS REQUIRED FOR THE ASSIGNMENT   
 

 Education: Masters-level university degree in engineering, environmental management, environmental 
health, technology, sciences or economics, or a related area. 

 Work Experience:  

•Minimum 8 years of progressively responsible and relevant work experience entailing technical assistance 
to governments. 
•Proven experience in drafting programmes and strategies, research and policy advocacy 
 

 Skills:  

•Technical expertise on air pollution, including air quality monitoring; emissions inventory; modelling; 
source attribution; and policy/regulatory action •Demonstrated ability to produce clear, accessible and 
concise scientific and technical reports for policymakers 
•Understanding of global partnerships on air pollution 
•Ability to organize and plan work independently, and be a team player 

 Language Requirements: Excellent communication skills(oral and written) in English 

 Desirables: 



  

 

 Previous experience of working with UNICEF/UN 

 Previous experience of working in low- and middle-income countries. 

 
 

 


