
  

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 
        

Quantitative research consultant - economic growth and child poverty in Kenya 
CONTRACT MODALITY Individual Consultancy  

 

DURATION OF CONTRACT 6 months 
 

 
Purpose of Assignment 

To analyse how economic growth in Kenya has translated into poverty reduction and child poverty outcomes at 
the national and county (sub-national) levels and to identify policy options to promote more inclusive and child-
centred growth. 

Scope of Work 
 
Kenya has registered an impressive economic growth over the last two decades with GDP per 
capita growing from $3,743.6 in 2004 to $5,845.2 in 2024 (2021 international $ PPP) – a 56 per 
cent increase over the period. Despite this growth, poverty rates remain high. Estimates using the 
national poverty line show that 39.8 per cent of the population lived in poverty in 2022, up from 
36.1 per cent in 2015/16. An estimated 42.4 per cent of children lived in monetary in 2022, higher 
than the national figure, and highlighting the higher vulnerability among children. Poverty using 
the international extreme poverty line of $3.00/day (2021 PPP) was higher at 45.5 per cent in 
2022.  

These trends are mirrored, and in some cases worsened when poverty is examined through a 
multidimensional lens. The share of children experiencing multidimensional poverty increased 
from 45 per cent in 2014 to 55.3 per cent in 2022, with many children facing simultaneous 
deprivations in health, nutrition, education, water, sanitation and housing. Multidimensional child 
poverty remains starkly unequal, disproportionately affecting rural areas (66 per cent) and 
counties such as Mandera (93 per cent) and Turkana (91 per cent), compared to much lower rates 
in urban areas (28 per cent) and Nairobi (13.5 per cent).  

The persistently high poverty rate is at odds with economic growth figures and suggests that the 
growth has not been pro-poor. This disconnect warrants an investigation to unpack the structural 
causes and bottlenecks to inform policy. Research questions guiding this study are: 

 To what extent has economic growth in Kenya translated into reductions in overall poverty and 
child poverty over the past two decades?  

 How has economic growth affected children’s living standards and wellbeing, including 
outcomes related to education, health, nutrition, water, sanitation, and housing? 

 Which economic sectors have contributed most to poverty and child poverty reduction in Kenya?  
 Through which main channels, such as sectoral growth patterns, rewarding employment 

opportunities, and social transfers, has economic growth affected child poverty outcomes in 
Kenya? 

 Are there any differentials in the relationship between economic growth and child 
poverty/wellbeing at the sub-national (county) level? 

 How has the relationship between economic growth and poverty reduction been affected by 
public finance decisions and national priorities?  

 What political economy factors shape the relationship between economic growth and child 
poverty reduction, and how can any challenges be addressed?  
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 What policies are required to reduce child poverty in all its forms and ensure quality human 
development for all children so that Kenya can maximize the potential of a demographic 
dividend. 

 
Objectives of the consultancy  
To lead the research on the study described above, particularly activities related to evidence review 
to identify the most appropriate analytical approach, data compilation, data analysis, and drafting of 
a working paper and brief. 

Major areas of work and responsibility  
The areas of work and responsibility of the consultant will include: 
 Analyse trends in economic growth, monetary poverty (based on national and international 

benchmarks), child monetary poverty (based on national and international benchmarks), and 
child multidimensional poverty, and assess how economic growth patterns (overall and by 
economic sector) relate to child poverty outcomes. This is expected for the national and sub-
national level to the extent that is possible with available data sources. 

 Conduct a comprehensive and up-to-date literature review of the relationship between economic 
growth and poverty reduction synthesizing global and Kenya-specific studies, and identifying 
key transmission channels as well as mediators, moderators, and policy anchors. 

 Develop an analytical framework for the study that will include the role of public finance 
decisions and political economy factors, along with key factors identified in the literature review. 

 Data compilation for the analysis. 
 Apply appropriate quantitative analytical methods to examine trends and plausible econometric 

models to estimate the relationship between economic growth and child poverty, clearly 
documenting assumptions, limitations and data gaps.   

 Drafting of a working paper and brief suitable for both technical and policy audiences.  
 Support validation and dissemination activities with internal and external stakeholders through 

online and/or in-person meetings, incorporating feedback and refining the research outputs. 
 Participation in meetings with partners related to this research, as required. 

 
 

Work Assignments Overview  Deliverables/Outputs  Delivery deadline  

Updating the background 
information, defining the study 
objectives and methodology 
including outlining data sources 
and analysis methods. 

Deliverable 1 – Final study 
concept note (3-5 pages) – 5 days 

30/06/2026 

 

 

A detailed review of recent 
literature on the relationship 
between economic growth and 
poverty reduction, highlighting 
key findings relating to public 
finance choices, political 
economy factors, and other 
structural moderators and 
mediators. The findings should 

Deliverable 2 – Literature review 
and analytical framework (15-20 
pages) – 10 days 

15/07/2026 

 



  

 

inform a refinement of the study 
objectives and an analytical 
framework for the study.  

Data compilation, data analysis 
and writing. 

Deliverable 3 – Draft working 
paper (40-50 pages, excluding 
front matter, references, 
literature review, and annexes) 
and PowerPoint presentation 
(12-15 slides) – 30 days 

15/09/2026 

 

Revising draft working paper 
based on feedback from internal 
and external reviewers, 
additional analysis or literature 
search as necessary. 

Deliverable 4 - Final working 
paper (40-50 pages), PowerPoint 
presentation (12-15 slides), and 
brief (5-10 pages) – 5 days 
 

31/10/2026 

 

  



  

 

 

Payment Schedule: 
Payment will be made on submission and acceptance of deliverables. UNICEF reserves the right to withhold 
payment in case the deliverables submitted are not up to the required standard or in case of delays in submitting 
the deliverables on the part of the consultant.  
 
Important Notes 

 Individuals engaged under a consultancy or individual contract will not be considered “staff members” 
under the Staff Regulations and Rules of the United Nations and UNICEF’s policies and procedures and will 
not be entitled to benefits provided therein (such as leave entitlements and medical insurance coverage). 
Their conditions of service will be governed by their contract and the General Conditions of Contracts for 
the Services of Consultants and Individual Contractors. Consultants and individual contractors are 
responsible for determining their tax liabilities and for the payment of any taxes and/or duties, in 
accordance with local or other applicable laws.  

 The selected candidate is solely responsible for ensuring that the health insurance (and visa if applicable) 
required to perform the duties of the contract are valid for the entire period of the contract. Selected 
candidates are subject to confirmation of fully-vaccinated status against SARS-CoV-2 (Covid-19) with a 
World Health Organization (WHO)-endorsed vaccine, which must be met prior to taking up the assignment. 
It does not apply to consultants who will work remotely and are not expected to work on or visit UNICEF 
premises, programme delivery locations or directly interact with communities UNICEF works with, nor to 
travel to perform functions for UNICEF for the duration of their consultancy contracts.  

 UNICEF offers reasonable accommodation for consultants with disabilities. This may include, for example, 
accessible software, travel assistance for missions or personal attendants. We encourage you to disclose 
your disability during your application in case you need reasonable accommodation during the selection 
process and afterwards in your assignment.  

 
 
       QUALIFICATIONS / SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE / EXPERIENCE/ COMPETENCIES 
(CORE/TECHNICAL/FUNCTIONAL) / LANGUAGE SKILLS REQUIRED FOR THE ASSIGNMENT   

 Minimum requirements: 

 Education: PhD in Economics, Public/Social Policy or related field. 

 Work Experience: At least 8 years of professional experience in applied econometrics 

 Skills: Demonstrated experience doing similar empirical analysis on the relationship between economic 
growth and poverty.  

Ability to organize own work and to conduct a research project with limited supervision according to 
deadlines. 

 Language Requirements: Ability to speak and write fluently in English 

 Desirables:  

Experience and familiarity with national and sub-national analysis.  

Experience doing policy-oriented work 

Experience working in low- or middle-income countries 

Ability to work in a multi-cultural environment and establish harmonious and effective working 
relationships both within and outside the organization. 



  

 

 Technical requirements: One sample of written work relevant to the assignment (a published report, 
working paper or journal article about economic growth, poverty or related topic. 

 

 
 


