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TERMS OF REFERENCE

GenU Senior Partnerships and Youth Livelihoods Consultant

CONTRACT MODALITY Individual Consultancy

DUTY STATION Home-based/Remote

DURATION OF CONTRACT 4.5 Months
Purpose of Assignment:

Generation Unlimited (GenU)

Generation Unlimited is UNICEF's global multi-sector partnership platform to connect every young
person to employability skilling, employment and entrepreneurship by 2030. By mobilising public,
private and youth partners, GenU supports country-level solutions and global offers that strengthen
learning-to-earning pathways, with a focus on equity, inclusion and scale.

Youth Livelihoods Strategy Alignment

This assignment is anchored in the UNICEF Youth Livelihoods Strategy (2026-2029). The Strategy positions
youth livelihoods as central to breaking intergenerational poverty by ensuring that investments in
education, skills, social protection and other services translate into income, resilience and opportunity for
young people and their households. It positions UNICEF to act earlier, act systemically and act at scale,
with deliberate attention to adolescent girls, young women, young people with disabilities and other
marginalised groups.

Strategic Chapeau for the Assignment

The consultancy will help operationalise the Strategy across Asia by translating it into practical country
and regional products. The work will align with the Strategy's three pillars: systems, policies and data;
skills and pathways; and entrepreneurship, income and economic inclusion. It will also reflect the joint
ESP-GenU technical assistance model, in which ESP provides the policy, systems and diagnostics
backbone, while GenU mobilises partnerships, private sector engagement, financing, innovation and
opportunity creation.

Role Overview: GenU Senior Partnerships and Youth Livelihoods Consultant - Asia

The Consultant will provide senior technical programme, partnership and resource mobilisation support
over a 4.5-month period, from 15 September 2026 to 31 January 2027, to consolidate GenU's contribution
to the Youth Livelihoods Strategy across priority countries in Asia. Building on existing engagement with
country offices, regional colleagues, ESP colleagues and GenU teams, the Consultant will prepare
document-based products that can be reviewed and certified within the contract period: a strategy
alignment note and pipeline tracker, country investment packages, partnership and financing products, a
strategic engagement and capacity support package, and a final handover package with an Asia youth
livelihoods roadmap for 2027.
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Scope of Work

The Consultant will work under the direct supervision of the Deputy Director, Generation Unlimited, in
coordination with relevant GenU, Regional Office and ESP colleagues. The assignment is structured around
five deliverables, each linked to a payment milestone and each producing a concrete written output. The
Consultant will first develop a strategic chapeau, workplan and pipeline tracker that translates the Youth
Livelihoods Strategy into a practical Asia-facing engagement frame. The Consultant will then prepare
country investment and pathway packages for priority countries, drawing on existing discussions, CPD and
UNSDCF entry points, country programme materials and available partner information. Each package will
connect the Strategy's three pillars to practical governance, partnership, financing and results
architecture.

The Consultant will also prepare investment-ready partnership products for high-value private sector,
philanthropic, institutional or multilateral prospects. These may include concept notes, pitch decks, donor
proposals, prospect briefs or partnership narratives, depending on agreed opportunities. The Consultant
will support strategic engagements linked to UNGA, the Global Leaders Council, regional partnership
discussions and priority country missions by preparing briefing products, follow-up notes, partner
mapping and capacity support materials. The assignment will conclude with a final handover package that
consolidates the live pipeline, country products, proposal products, lessons learned and a forward-looking
Asia youth livelihoods roadmap for 2027. Payment against each deliverable will be based on submission
and acceptance of the written product by the Contract Manager.

Deliverables are defined in terms of products submitted rather than partnership, funding, government or
event decisions secured, as those decisions fall outside the Consultant's control and may extend beyond
the contract period.
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Work Assignment Overview

Deliverables/ Outputs

Delivery deadline

Planned Travel

Exact date to | Input
complete the | days
deliverable
Inception Note and Asia
Pipeline Tracker: Submit
one inception note and
one pipeline tracker. The New York, 1 trip,
1. Strategic Inception, Asia inception note will include 8 days
Workplan and Pipeline Set- the consultancy workplan,
up:Confirm the consultancy priority countries, agreed
workplan, priority countries, deliverables, review dates,
agreed written outputs, review travel assumptions and
schedule and handover handover requirements. 31 October 15 davs
requirements. Establish the Asia The pipeline tracker will 2026 y
partnership and financing pipeline | list partnership and
to guide work during the contract | financing opportunities,
period, aligned with the Youth linked countries, next
Livelihoods Strategy and the joint | steps, status and follow-up
ESP-GenU offer. responsibilities. Both
products will be aligned
with the Youth Livelihoods
Strategy and the ESP-GenU
model.
Country Investment
Package Report:Submit a
consolidated report
- taining at least f
2. Country Youth Livelihoods containing at feast four
country packages. Each
Investment Packages:Prepare . . .
. country package will Pakistan & China,
country investment packages for | . .
. . include the youth 1 trip each, 5
at least four priority countries in . .
. . - livelihoods opportunity, days each,
Asia, using existing engagement, riority youth groups 30 November
CPD/UNSDCF entry points, P vy groups, 22 days
. proposed platform or 2026
country materials and partner
) ) governance model,
inputs. Packages will translate the .
. . alignment to the three
Youth Livelihoods Strategy into .
. . Youth Livelihoods Strategy
practical country-facing . .
. . pillars, partnership map,
investment propositions. . . .
financing options,
indicative results indicators
and recommended next
steps.
3. Partnership and Financing Partnership Proposal and Singapore &
Products:Develop written Prospect Package:Submit Vietnam, 1 trip
partnership and financing at least four written each, 4 days
products for high-value private products, such as concept | 31 December 23 days each,

sector, philanthropic,
institutional, multilateral or
blended finance prospects.
Products will position GenU as a

notes, proposals, pitch
decks, prospect briefs or
partnership narratives.
Each product will include

2026
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platform for employer
engagement, financing,
innovation and scale, in support
of country and regional youth
livelihoods priorities.

the problem statement,
country or pathway focus,
proposed solution, partner
roles, indicative budget or
funding ask, results logic,
gender and inclusion
considerations, and next
steps for follow-up.

4. Strategic Engagement,
Resource Mobilisation and
Capacity Support:Provide senior
support to global, regional and
country engagements linked to
youth livelihoods, including

Strategic Engagement and
Capacity Support
Package:Submit a
consolidated package with
at least four written
support outputs. These
may include senior briefing
notes, mission preparation

India, 1 trip, 4
days

partner follow-up, mission 31 January
. ) L notes, partner follow-up 22 days
preparation, senior briefing notes, 2026
e notes, resource
resource mobilisation inputs and e
. . . mobilisation inputs, draft
capacity support materials. This . . .
. . learning or clinic materials
deliverable will ensure that .
if requested, and
country and partner engagements .
. documentation of country,
are translated into structured .
follow-up broducts regional or global support
PP ) provided during the
period.
Final Handover Package .
. - Indonesia or
5. Knowledge, Handover and and Asia Youth Livelihoods Philiopines. 1 tri
2027 Roadmap:Consolidate Roadmap:Submit a final 4 dapsp ! P
country products, partnership consultancy report, ¥
opportunities, lessons and follow- | updated live pipeline,
up actions into a final handover inventory of country and 28 February 18 days

package to support continued
implementation of the Youth
Livelihoods Strategy and GenU
partnership architecture across
Asia in 2027.

partnership products,
lessons learned, priority
follow-up actions and a
forward-looking Asia Youth
Livelihoods and GenU
roadmap for 2027.

2027
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Payment Schedule:

Payment will be made on submission and acceptance of deliverables. UNICEF reserves the right to
withhold payment in case the deliverables submitted are not up to the required standard or in case of
delays in submitting the deliverables on the part of the consultant.

Important Notes:

e Individuals engaged under a consultancy or individual contract will not be considered “staff members”
under the Staff Regulations and Rules of the United Nations and UNICEF’s policies and procedures and
will not be entitled to benefits provided therein (such as leave entitlements and medical insurance
coverage). Their conditions of service will be governed by their contract and the General Conditions of
Contracts for the Services of Consultants and Individual Contractors. Consultants and individual
contractors are responsible for determining their tax liabilities and for the payment of any taxes and/or
duties, in accordance with local or other applicable laws.

e The selected candidate is solely responsible for ensuring that the health insurance (and visa if
applicable) required to perform the duties of the contract are valid for the entire period of the contract.
Selected candidates are subject to confirmation of fully-vaccinated status against SARS-CoV-2 (Covid-
19) with a World Health Organization (WHO)-endorsed vaccine, which must be met prior to taking up
the assignment. It does not apply to consultants who will work remotely and are not expected to work
on or visit UNICEF premises, programme delivery locations or directly interact with communities
UNICEF works with, nor to travel to perform functions for UNICEF for the duration of their consultancy
contracts.

e UNICEF offers reasonable accommodation for consultants with disabilities. This may include, for
example, accessible software, travel assistance for missions or personal attendants. We encourage you
to disclose your disability during your application in case you need reasonable accommodation during
the selection process and afterwards in your assignment.

QUALIFICATIONS / SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE / EXPERIENCE/ COMPETENCIES
(CORE/TECHNICAL/FUNCTIONAL) / LANGUAGE SKILLS REQUIRED FOR THE ASSIGNMENT

Minimum requirements:

Education: Master’s degree in international development, business administration, public policy,
international relations, law, social policy, education, economics or a related field.

Work Experience:

¢ A minimum of 15 years of relevant professional experience in youth programming, youth livelihoods,
adolescent and youth development, partnership development, resource mobilisation or related areas,
including senior leadership experience with international organisations.

¢ Demonstrated track record in building or leading multi-stakeholder youth platforms, public-private-youth
partnerships, or large-scale youth livelihoods, skills, employability or entrepreneurship initiatives.

¢ Demonstrated success in developing investment propositions, partnership strategies, donor proposals or
financing narratives for multi-stakeholder or youth-focused initiatives at country, regional or global level.
¢ Proven experience translating strategy into practical country-level products, including country investment
packages, roadmaps, governance or platform models, CPD/UNSDCF inputs, partnership pipelines and
handover products.

* Proven ability to work across public, private, philanthropic, youth, UN and government partners, including
coordination with country offices, regional offices and headquarters teams.

¢ Substantive experience in Asia, including familiarity with youth skills, employability, entrepreneurship,
gender inclusion, green and digital pathways, blended finance or youth livelihoods systems.

¢ Strong writing, facilitation and senior stakeholder engagement skills, including ability to produce high-
quality written products under tight timelines.
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Language Requirements:
e Fluency in English (written and spoken) is necessary
e Working knowledge of other UN official languages is an asset.

Knowledge/Expertise/Skills:

Youth livelihoods strategy, partnership architecture, proposal and pitch development, CPD/UNSDCF
integration, private sector engagement, public-private-youth partnership models, blended finance
concepts, pipeline management, project management and remote coordination across multiple time zones.

Desirables:
Prior experience with UNICEF or Generation Unlimited at country and regional level is an added advantage.



