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	Post Title
	WASH/IPC Senior Advisor, Ebola Emergency Response

	Level
	P-5

	Duty Station
	Bunia, Democratic Republic of the Congo, with frequent travel to affected provinces and priority health zones

	Contract type and duration
	Temporary Appointment, 6 months

	Post #
	

	Start Date
	ASAP

	Reports to
	Ebola Response Senior Project Coordinator, Bunia

	Budget Code
	


BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT
The Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo has declared an outbreak of Ebola Virus Disease affecting Ituri and other affected or at-risk provinces. National authorities, with the support of humanitarian partners, have activated emergency coordination and response mechanisms to contain transmission and protect affected communities.
The outbreak is unfolding in a complex humanitarian environment marked by insecurity, population displacement, high mobility, constrained access to essential services and weak water, sanitation, hygiene and infection prevention and control systems. These conditions heighten the risk of transmission in health facilities and communities and require rapid, well-coordinated and technically rigorous WASH/IPC action.
The geographic expansion of the outbreak, the operational complexity of the response and the need to align interventions across national, provincial and health-zone levels require senior leadership. An experienced profile is therefore required to provide the strategic expertise, technical authority and convening capacity needed to lead UNICEF's WASH/IPC response and support Government-led coordination across affected and at-risk areas.
ROLE PURPOSE
The WASH/IPC Senior advisor will lead strategic planning, policy dialogue, technical guidance, resource mobilization and inter-agency coordination while providing oversight of UNICEF's WASH/IPC response to Ebola outbreak across all affected provinces
The position will ensure coherence between UNICEF WASH/IPC priorities and the Ebola Incident Management/Coordination structure, operating under the technical guidance of the Chief WASH and the direct supervision of the Ebola Response Senior Project Coordinator in Bunia. The incumbent will ensure that WASH/IPC interventions are prioritized according to epidemiological and operational evidence and integrated with case management, safe and dignified burials, RCCE, logistics, supply and other response pillars.
MAJOR DUTIES AND KEY RESPONSIBILITIES
1. Strategic leadership of UNICEF's WASH/IPC response
Lead the scale-up, implementation and adaptation of UNICEF's WASH/IPC strategy and costed operational plan for Ebola preparedness and response.
Oversee UNICEF-supported programmes, partnerships, budgets, staffing, monitoring, supply requirements and quality assurance across affected and at-risk areas.
Advise senior management on strategic priorities, gaps, risks, corrective actions and resource requirements, based on outbreak dynamics and field evidence.
2. WASH/IPC coordination and inter-agency leadership
Represent UNICEF and provide senior technical support to national and provincial WASH/IPC coordination mechanisms, in collaboration with the Ministry of Health, WHO and designated partners.
Strengthen coordination and information flows between national, provincial and health-zone levels and address operational or technical bottlenecks that delay implementation.
Represent WASH/IPC priorities in high-level response forums and promote harmonized approaches among Government, UN agencies, NGOs, the Red Cross Movement and other operational partners.
3. Government planning and technical alignment
Support Government counterparts to develop, implement and regularly update costed WASH/IPC plans, preparedness measures, technical guidance, SOPs and operational tools.
Promote common standards, assessment tools, indicators and clearly defined targets aligned with Government, WHO, Africa CDC and UNICEF guidance.
Advocate for adequate WASH/IPC capacity, supplies and resources at national, provincial, health-zone and facility levels.
4. Prioritized operational response and cross-pillar integration
Guide the prioritization of WASH/IPC interventions in health facilities, treatment and isolation structures, communities, schools and other high-risk sites, using epidemiological, facility and operational data.
Ensure that WASH/IPC is integrated with surveillance, case management, safe and dignified burials, RCCE, logistics, supply, nutrition, education and child protection, as relevant.
Promote joint assessments, microplanning, field missions and corrective actions in transmission hotspots and underserved areas.
5. Technical quality, evidence and adaptive management
Provide senior technical guidance on water supply, sanitation, hygiene, healthcare waste management, environmental cleaning, infection prevention and safe service delivery in health facilities and communities.
Establish and monitor minimum quality standards for UNICEF-supported WASH/IPC interventions and ensure systematic end-user monitoring of critical supplies and equipment.
Analyse epidemiological, programme, monitoring and partner data to identify gaps, guide corrective action and inform SitReps, dashboards, management briefs, donor reports and strategic decisions.
6. Partnerships, capacity strengthening and resource mobilization
Oversee UNICEF's WASH/IPC partnerships and ensure timely, quality and accountable implementation in line with response priorities and UNICEF procedures.
Strengthen the capacities of Government counterparts, UNICEF personnel, partners and frontline teams through guidance, coaching, mentoring and targeted technical support.
Support surge planning and the deployment, orientation and supervision of WASH/IPC personnel across affected areas.
Lead or contribute to concept notes, budgets, donor engagement and resource-mobilization materials and provide strategic oversight of grants.
7. Risk management and accountability
Ensure systematic integration of accountability to affected populations, PSEA, gender, disability inclusion, risk management, staff safety and duty of care in WASH/IPC interventions.
Ensure compliance with UNICEF partnership, financial, supply and emergency procedures and applicable national and international standards.
Document lessons learned, promote after-action reviews and support transition and sustainability planning as the response evolves.
EXPECTED RESULTS
Government technical capacity and leadership for WASH/IPC planning and coordination are strengthened across the Ebola response.
A prioritized, costed and regularly updated UNICEF WASH/IPC operational plan is implemented and aligned with the national response plan and hotspot microplans.
Functional coordination mechanisms operate at national, provincial and health-zone levels, with partner mapping, action tracking and systematic follow-up of decisions.
Evidence-based WASH/IPC packages and corrective actions are adapted to transmission dynamics, facility assessments, operational monitoring and community feedback.
Regular strategic briefs identify gaps, risks, corrective actions and resource needs for UNICEF management and response leadership.
Minimum quality standards, monitoring indicators and capacity-strengthening approaches are applied across UNICEF-supported WASH/IPC interventions.
REPORTING LINE AND WORKING ARRANGEMENTS
The WASH/IPC Senior Coordinator will work under the strategic guidance of the Chief WASH of the UNICEF DRC Country Office and under the direct supervision of the Ebola Response Senior Project Coordinator in Bunia. The incumbent will collaborate closely with the WASH and Health Sections, Emergency Team, Field Offices, Operations and Supply teams, Government counterparts, WHO, UN agencies, WASH/IPC partners and other response pillars.
The post combines national and provincial strategic coordination with field-oriented implementation support. The incumbent must be available for frequent travel to affected provinces and priority health zones, rapid deployment and flexible working arrangements in line with emergency response needs.
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS
Education
An advanced university degree in public health, environmental health, sanitary or environmental engineering, water and sanitation engineering, infection prevention and control, humanitarian assistance with a public health specialization, or another relevant field.
Additional postgraduate training in public health emergencies, epidemiology, humanitarian WASH, infection prevention and control or emergency response is an asset.
Work experience
A minimum of ten years of progressively responsible professional experience in WASH, IPC, public health emergencies or humanitarian response, including substantial senior leadership experience in complex emergencies.
Demonstrated experience leading or supporting multi-partner WASH/IPC coordination mechanisms in outbreak settings; experience in Ebola or other viral haemorrhagic fever responses is highly desirable.
Strong experience in strategic planning, programme and partnership oversight, quality assurance, resource mobilization and the use of epidemiological and operational evidence for decision-making.
Proven ability to advise senior leadership, influence inter-agency priorities and manage multidisciplinary teams in insecure, hard-to-reach or resource-constrained environments.
Experience working with Ministries of Health, WHO, UNICEF, Africa CDC, humanitarian coordination mechanisms and operational partners is a strong asset.
Key skills and competencies
Strategic leadership, sound judgement, political sensitivity and strong convening capacity in high-pressure emergency environments.
Excellent coordination, negotiation and partnership-management skills across Government, UN, NGO and community platforms.
Strong analytical capacity to interpret epidemiological, technical, operational and community data and translate findings into prioritized WASH/IPC action.
Ability to mentor teams, strengthen field capacities and support quality implementation at scale.
Excellent written and oral communication skills, including preparation of strategic briefs, donor updates, management notes and high-level presentations.
Language requirements
Fluency in French and English is required. Knowledge of local languages spoken in affected provinces is an asset.
CORE VALUES
Care · Respect · Integrity · Trust · Accountability · Sustainability
CORE COMPETENCIES
Demonstrates Self Awareness and Ethical Awareness (1)
Works Collaboratively with others (2)
Builds and Maintains Partnerships (2)
Innovates and Embraces Change (2)
Thinks and Acts Strategically (2)
Drives to achieve impactful results (2)
Manages ambiguity and complexity (2)
Nurtures, Leads and Manages People (2)
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	Deputy Representative OIC
Francis Ndem
	
	

	Representative OIC
Mariame Sylla
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