
 
 

 

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

Social Protection & NSER Coordination Support Consultant 

 
CONTRACT MODALITY Individual Consultancy  

 

DURATION OF CONTRACT 11 months 
 

 
Purpose of Assignment 

UNICEF Social Policy supports governments in developing effective and equitable social and economic policies and 
programmes to help realize the rights of all children. The Social Policy Section focuses on routinely measuring child 
poverty, addressing critical drivers, and reflecting explicit commitments to reduce it in policies, budget allocations, 
and socioeconomic and sectoral strategies. To mobilize financing for child poverty reduction, it focuses on 
enhancing governments’ capacities to use domestic resources efficiently, effectively, and equitably; leverage 
private-sector resources and work with partners at global, regional, and country-level to identify innovative and 
new financing options towards sustainable, child-sensitive and inclusive national fiscal responses. Another key 
area of work is enhancing the capacity of local governance structures to plan, budget effectively, and deliver child-
sensitive social services, tailoring approaches to different contexts while enhancing structures to engage children, 
adolescents, caregivers, and communities to participate and shape pathways out of poverty and exclusion. 

UNICEF Pakistan is seeking a consultant to provide technical support and assistance, aiding the Social Policy Section 
in conducting evidence generation, high-level policy advocacy, capacity building, and partnership building, to 
advance the social protection agenda and promote equity for vulnerable children at the national and provincial 
levels. 

Scope of Work 

Under the supervision of and overall guidance of the Chief Social Policy, the overall objective of this assignment is 
to ensure that analytical outputs and policy inputs are effectively translated into actionable recommendations, 
contribute to government and partner dialogue, and improve the adequacy, equity, and efficiency of investments 
targeting vulnerable children, in line with UNICEF’s equity and child rights mandate. 

Duties & Responsibility: 

Specifically, the consultant will perform the following tasks: 
1. Prepare concept notes and briefs and assist country and field offices in enhancing research on the impact 

of social protection programs on child outcomes; utilize NSER data base and research findings 
2. Prepare brief data analysis and policy paper using NSER data analysis and review 
3. Co-write and review the Disabilities Index from the Disability Situation Analysis and co relate with NSER 

database; draft sections of the Child Disability Index (DI) report including analysis of disability-related data 
and identification of key findings and recommendations. 

4. Provide support in conducting analyses for UNICEF Social Policy Section, in conjunction with the Resident 
Coordinator’s Office (RCO), to produce research-based inputs for the 2026 Common Country Assessment 
(CCA), UN Outcome & Output reporting, and SDGs alignment, encompassing data from NSER, HIES and 
other data sets, poverty, gender, and social inclusion mainstreaming aligned with Agenda 2030. 

5. Provide assistance in UNICEF’s internal reporting processes, including Mid-Year Review (MYR), End-Year 
Review (EYR), ROSA, CSI, and other project-related activities. 
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6. Building on NSER extended review, analyze the macroeconomic and political landscape and its 
implications for social development, identify emerging issues and social policy concerns particularly 
concerning children, and propose suitable policy responses. 

7. Provide assistance in UNICEF’s various donor and partner reporting, including documentation of 
collaboration efforts, meeting minutes, progress reports, and research outputs. 

8. Provide technical support and quality assurance for research and evaluations, including developing, 
reviewing, copyediting evaluation findings both internally and externally. 

9. Assist in the preparation of poverty analysis, briefs, and presentations for M/o PD&SI. 
10. Deliver other UNICEF Social Policy knowledge products (reports, notes, documents) as agreed with the 

Chief of Section, and contribute to the execution of other social policy tasks outlined in the RWPs as 
directed by the supervisor. 

 
 

Work Assignments Overview  Deliverables/Outputs  Delivery deadline to complete the 
deliverable  

Prepare concept notes and 
support research initiatives on 
the impact of social protection on 
child outcomes 

Deliverable 1 – Concept notes 
outlining research proposals on 
social protection impact on child 
outcomes, including conceptual 
frameworks, research 
methodologies, and objectives 

Deliverable 2 – Briefs prepared 
to bolster programme 
effectiveness based on research 
findings 

28/08/2026 

 

 

 

 

25/09/2026 

 

Support analyses for the UNICEF 
Social Policy Section in 
collaboration with the RCO for 
the 2024 CCA, UN Outcome & 
Output reporting, and SDGs 
alignment. 

Deliverable 3 – Research-based 
inputs for the 2026 Common 
Country Assessment (CCA)  

Deliverable 4 – UN Outcome & 
Output reporting contributions 

Deliverable 5 – SDGs alignment 
documents comprising analytical 
reports, research briefs, 
presentations, and data 
visualizations covering poverty, 
gender, and social inclusion 
mainstreaming 

23/10/2026 

 

27/11/2026 

 

18/12/2026 

 

 

Provide assistance in UNICEF’s 
internal reporting processes 
including MYR, EYR, CSI, ROSA, 
and other project-related 

Deliverable 6 – Completed 
internal reports for the Mid-Year 
Review (MYR), End-Year Review 
(EYR), CSI, ROSA, and other 

26/01/2027  



 
 

 

 

activities project-related activities 

Assist in preparation of poverty 
analysis, briefs, and 
presentations for partners and 
stakeholders 

Deliverable 7 – PowerPoint 
presentations and policy briefs 
for the workshops/events 
prepared and submitted 

Deliverable 8 – Poverty analysis 
documents finalized as inputs to 
national policy processes 

24/02/2027 

 

 

26/03/2027 

Delivery of other UNICEF Social 
Policy knowledge products and 
support macroeconomic analysis. 

Deliverable 9 – Reports, notes, 
and documents delivered as 
agreed with the Chief of Section 
(regular support) 

Deliverable 10 – Macroeconomic 
and political landscape analysis 
with implications for social 
development and policy briefs on 
emerging issues affecting 
children 

Deliverable 11 – Facilitation of 
research collaboration with UN 
agencies (UNDP etc.) 

23/04/2027 

 

 

28/05/2027 

 

 

 

 

30/06/2027 

 

Payment Schedule: 
Payment will be made on submission and acceptance of deliverables. UNICEF reserves the right to withhold 
payment in case the deliverables submitted are not up to the required standard or in case of delays in submitting 
the deliverables on the part of the consultant.  
 
Important Notes 

 Individuals engaged under a consultancy or individual contract will not be considered “staff members” 
under the Staff Regulations and Rules of the United Nations and UNICEF’s policies and procedures and will 
not be entitled to benefits provided therein (such as leave entitlements and medical insurance coverage). 
Their conditions of service will be governed by their contract and the General Conditions of Contracts for 
the Services of Consultants and Individual Contractors. Consultants and individual contractors are 
responsible for determining their tax liabilities and for the payment of any taxes and/or duties, in 
accordance with local or other applicable laws.  

 The selected candidate is solely responsible for ensuring that the health insurance (and visa if applicable) 
required to perform the duties of the contract are valid for the entire period of the contract. Selected 
candidates are subject to confirmation of fully-vaccinated status against SARS-CoV-2 (Covid-19) with a 
World Health Organization (WHO)-endorsed vaccine, which must be met prior to taking up the assignment. 
It does not apply to consultants who will work remotely and are not expected to work on or visit UNICEF 



 
 

 

 

premises, programme delivery locations or directly interact with communities UNICEF works with, nor to 
travel to perform functions for UNICEF for the duration of their consultancy contracts.  

 UNICEF offers reasonable accommodation for consultants with disabilities. This may include, for example, 
accessible software, travel assistance for missions or personal attendants. We encourage you to disclose 
your disability during your application in case you need reasonable accommodation during the selection 
process and afterwards in your assignment.  

 
 
       QUALIFICATIONS / SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE / EXPERIENCE/ COMPETENCIES 
(CORE/TECHNICAL/FUNCTIONAL) / LANGUAGE SKILLS REQUIRED FOR THE ASSIGNMENT   

 Education: Masters in Social Sciences, Economics, Public Policy, or relevant technical field (Development 
Studies, Economics, Social policy, Anthropology, Political science, International Relations) 

 Work Experience:  

o An advance university degree (Master’s or above) in one of the following fields is required: Social 
Sciences or another relevant technical field. (Development Studies, Economics, Public Policy, Social 
policy, Anthropology, Political science, International Relations. 

o A minimum of 05 years of relevant professional experience in the field of finance, evidence 
generation, data and research in development sector and coordination 

 Language Requirements: Fluency in English and Urdu is required. Knowledge of local language is an asset. 

 Knowledge/Expertise/Skills: 

o Strong analytical and research skills with ability to synthesize complex data into actionable policy 
recommendations 

o Demonstrated experience in working with multiple stakeholders across CSOs and governments.  

 Desirables: Women are encouraged to apply 
 
 


