
  

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

        

Social Policy Consultant (PF4C) 

 

CONTRACT MODALITY Individual Consultancy  
 

DURATION OF CONTRACT  4 months 
 

 
Purpose of Assignment 

To provide technical and analytical support to Mozambique’s Social Policy, Social Protection and Research 
Section in generating PFM analytical products. 

Background 

UNICEF Mozambique plays an important role in supporting the Government's efforts to strengthen Public 
Financial Management (PFM) systems through technical assistance for planning and budgeting reforms. This 
includes initiatives aimed at enhancing budget transparency, accountability, and citizen participation. UNICEF 
supports PFM reforms because they enable the Government to mobilize, allocate, and utilize public resources 
efficiently and effectively in response to national priorities, particularly those affecting children and other 
vulnerable populations. This is especially important in a context characterized by high poverty rates and 
recurrent climate-related shocks, compounded by high fiscal constraints, increasing debt-servicing costs, and 
a global shrinking of ODA. 

Internally, the Social Policy Section provides technical support across programme sectors through a range of 
public finance analyses and economic briefing notes. These include programme and intervention costing 
exercises, the development of investment cases, fiscal space assessments, and analyses aimed at quantifying 
financing gaps and the costs of inaction. Such work supports programme design, evidence-based advocacy, 
policy engagement, and resource mobilization efforts across sections. 

Over the past year, the scope of the Social Policy portfolio has expanded considerably, driven by successful 
resource mobilization efforts and new technical responsibilities associated with the implementation of 
UNICEF’s Future Focus Initiative (FFI). At the same time, a rapidly evolving global and national context 
characterized by economic uncertainty, geopolitical shifts, declining aid flows, and increasing fiscal pressures 
has generated growing demand for analytical products and technical inputs to support programme 
implementation, strategic planning, risk analysis, and monitoring. 

Against this backdrop, UNICEF Mozambique seeks to recruit an individual consultant to support the Social 
Policy Section in generating analytical products, technical briefs, and public finance analyses on financing for 
children. The consultant will also support resource mobilization initiatives through support in the 
development of funding proposals and related technical documentation, while supporting the strategic 
planning processes. 

Scope of Work 
 
Under the supervision of the Social Policy Officer (PF4C), and in close collaboration with UNICEF Mozambique 
programme sections, the Centre of Excellence (CoE) and relevant external partners, the consultant will 

DUTY STATION  Maputo, Mozambique (remote) 



  

 

undertake the following activities: 
 
1. Public Finance Management (PFM) Analysis – Analytical work 
•Engage with the CoE to explore opportunities to leverage the new AI budget analysis tool to streamline 
budget analysis for the Mozambique Country Office. 
•Prepare the 2026 Social Protection Budget Brief, including analysis of social protection financing trends, 
budget allocations, expenditure execution, and programme coverage/beneficiaries. 
•Prepare the 2027 Budget Memo, including analysis of the Macro-Fiscal context, Government budget 
priorities, and their implications for children and key social sectors. 
•Develop and maintain a budget database to support the preparation of future Early Childhood Development 
(ECD) Budget Briefs (from 2027 onwards), drawing on findings from the ECD Expenditure Review and the ECD 
Strategic Framework for Mozambique. 
•Prepare a Nutrition Budget Brief and develop a simplified expenditure-tracking matrix to facilitate the 
monitoring of nutrition-related spending at national and subnational levels, building on existing work 
undertaken through the Child Nutrition Fund application. 
 
2.Resource Mobilization 
•Contribute to resource mobilization efforts by supporting the preparation of funding proposals and 
providing analytical inputs, evidence, and strategic mapping of potential opportunities for fundraising and 
donor engagement. 
•Based on the guidance from the Centre of Excellence (CoE) prepare a roadmap for UNICEF Mozambique 
outlining strategic entry points for engagement with the Government of Mozambique in preparation for the 
Global Early Years Finance Summit 2027. 
 
3.Cross-cutting issues and Strategic Planning Process 
•Map and develop a workflow framework for PF4C engagement with programme sections, defining its 
technical support offer and the mechanisms for coordinating support requests and delivery under the new 
CPD. 
 

 

Deliverables/Outputs  

 

Work Assignments Overview Delivery deadline to complete the 

deliverable  

2026 Social Protection Budget Brief  Draft and finalize the Social 

Protection Budget Brief (Word and 

excel files), including analysis of 

budget allocations, expenditure 

execution, financing trends, and 

beneficiary coverage  

10 September 2026  

2027 Budget Memo  Prepare and finalize the Budget 

Memo (Word and excel files), 

including Macro-Fiscal analysis, 

assessment of government budget 

priorities, and implications for 

children and social sectors  

20 November 2026  



  

 

ECD Budget Database  Develop and document a database 

on ECD-related public expenditure 

(Excel file) to support future ECD 

Budget Briefs, drawing on findings 

from the ECD Expenditure Review 

and ECD Strategic Framework  

20 October 2026  

Nutrition Budget Brief and 

Expenditure Tracking Matrix  

Prepare a Nutrition Budget Brief 

and develop a simplified 

expenditure-tracking matrix for 

monitoring nutrition-related 

spending at national and subnational 

levels. (Word and Excel files)  

10 December 2026  

Resource Mobilization mapping and 

Roadmap for Engagement towards 

the Global Early Years Finance 

Summit 2027  

Prepare a roadmap outlining 
strategic entry points for UNICEF 
engagement with the Government 
of Mozambique.  
(Word document), and  
Mapping of potential fundraising 

opportunities and support for the 

drafting of one funding proposal 

(word document)  

30 September 2026  

Workflow framework for PF4C 

engagement with other sections  

Framework for PF4C engagement 
with programme sections 
developed, establishing technical 
support pathways and coordination 
mechanisms for support requests 
and service delivery under the new 
CPD  
(Word document)  

25 December 2026  

 

 

Payment Schedule: 
Payment will be made on submission and acceptance of deliverables. UNICEF reserves the right to withhold 
payment in case the deliverables submitted are not up to the required standard or in case of delays in 
submitting the deliverables on the part of the consultant.  
 
Important Notes 

• Individuals engaged under a consultancy or individual contract will not be considered “staff members” 
under the Staff Regulations and Rules of the United Nations and UNICEF’s policies and procedures and will 
not be entitled to benefits provided therein (such as leave entitlements and medical insurance coverage). 
Their conditions of service will be governed by their contract and the General Conditions of Contracts for 
the Services of Consultants and Individual Contractors. Consultants and individual contractors are 
responsible for determining their tax liabilities and for the payment of any taxes and/or duties, in 
accordance with local or other applicable laws.  

• The selected candidate is solely responsible for ensuring that the health insurance (and visa if applicable) 
required to perform the duties of the contract are valid for the entire period of the contract. Selected 
candidates are subject to confirmation of fully-vaccinated status against SARS-CoV-2 (Covid-19) with a 
World Health Organization (WHO)-endorsed vaccine, which must be met prior to taking up the assignment. 



  

 

It does not apply to consultants who will work remotely and are not expected to work on or visit UNICEF 
premises, programme delivery locations or directly interact with communities UNICEF works with, nor to 
travel to perform functions for UNICEF for the duration of their consultancy contracts.  

• UNICEF offers reasonable accommodation for consultants with disabilities. This may include, for example, 
accessible software, travel assistance for missions or personal attendants. We encourage you to disclose 
your disability during your application in case you need reasonable accommodation during the selection 
process and afterwards in your assignment.  

 
 
       QUALIFICATIONS / SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE / EXPERIENCE/ COMPETENCIES 

(CORE/TECHNICAL/FUNCTIONAL) / LANGUAGE SKILLS REQUIRED FOR THE ASSIGNMENT   
 
Education: 

• Bachelor degree in social sciences, especially economics, demography, public finance, public 
policy, or other related fields 

 
Work Experience: 

• Holds at least a bachelor’s degree in economics, Finance, Public Finance, Management, Public 

Policy, or a related field. 

• Proven experience in preparing analytical reports, policy briefs, or similar technical documents. 

• Demonstrated experience in resource mobilization, including drafting funding proposals, 

supporting donor engagement, and mapping fundraising opportunities 

• Familiarity with social protection financing, nutrition financing, early childhood development 

financing, or broader financing for children is an asset. 

• Experience working with UNICEF, particularly within the Social Policy programme area, is highly 

desirable 

• Experience in working in low-income country (Sub-Saharan Africa) context is an asset 


