
  

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

        

Intergovernmental Engagement Consultant 

 

CONTRACT MODALITY Individual Consultancy  
 

DURATION OF CONTRACT 10 months 
 

 
Purpose of Assignment 

 
The purpose of this assignment is to provide specialised analytical, advocacy and partnership expertise to strengthen 
UNICEF’s engagement on children and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The consultancy will produce a 
defined set of strategic, analytical and knowledge products to inform UNICEF’s engagement with Member States and 
UN processes related to the 2030 Agenda. 
 
The assignment will develop advocacy, briefing and political analysis products for key SDG-related platforms and 
intergovernmental fora, including ECOSOC and the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF), as well as materials aimed at 
strengthening the visibility and integration of children’s rights within sustainable development discussions and 
outcomes. 
 
The consultancy will also produce partnership engagement and reporting materials related to UNICEF’s partnership 
with Nord Anglia Education on children and the SDGs, as well as associated outreach and advocacy products. In 
addition, the assignment will generate knowledge products and practical recommendations to strengthen child and 
youth engagement in Voluntary National Review (VNR) processes, document lessons learned and political analysis 
from intergovernmental discussions, and advance advocacy linked to the Group of Friends of Children and the SDGs. 
 
The assignment is time-bound and structured around specific deliverables responding to priority analytical, 
partnership and advocacy requirements related to SDG processes in 2026 and 2027. 
 
Scope of Work: 
 
1) Develop partnership engagement and advocacy products on children and the SDGs with Nord Anglia Education 
• Develop partnership engagement materials to advance the implementation of UNICEF’s partnership with Nord 
Anglia Education, in consultation with UNICEF UK and relevant UNICEF divisions and focal points. 
• Prepare presentations, talking points, briefing materials and background notes on UNICEF’s work on children and 
the SDGs for Student Summits, youth engagement sessions, donor interactions and other agreed partnership-related 
events. 
• Produce content and materials for agreed partnership initiatives, including “Ask the Expert” sessions, student 
dialogues and visits to UNICEF Headquarters, aimed at strengthening awareness and understanding of children’s 
rights and the 2030 Agenda. 
• Compile and consolidate annual partnership reporting materials, drawing on inputs from relevant UNICEF offices 
and stakeholders. 
• Develop strategic outreach and communication products to strengthen the visibility of UNICEF’s advocacy on 
children and the SDGs. 
• Prepare recommendations on opportunities to position the partnership within broader UNICEF advocacy and 
intergovernmental engagement related to sustainable development and youth engagement. 
  
2) Develop analytical and advocacy products related to the SDGs and intergovernmental processes 

DUTY STATION  New York, USA (office-based) 



  

 

• Prepare analytical and advocacy products related to UNICEF’s engagement in SDG-focused intergovernmental and 
interagency processes, including ECOSOC, the High-Level Political Forum and other relevant UN platforms and policy 
discussions in New York. 
• Develop briefing and advocacy materials for UNICEF senior management and technical teams, including talking 
points, concept notes, background papers, summaries of negotiations and political analysis related to SDG and 
intergovernmental processes. 
• Produce consolidated inputs and engagement materials for key SDG-related engagements and events in 2026 and 
2027, drawing on information provided by relevant UNICEF divisions, regional offices and country offices. 
• Analyse Member State positions, statements and negotiation dynamics in relevant intergovernmental forums and 
produce political assessments to inform UNICEF advocacy, strategic engagement and resource mobilisation. 
• Compile and organise relevant political intelligence, stakeholder information and engagement records in formats 
suitable for inclusion in UNICEF’s internal tracking systems, including UNISON. 
• Develop advocacy and engagement materials for the Group of Friends of Children and the SDGs, including 
strategic recommendations to strengthen its role in elevating children’s rights within intergovernmental discussions 
and outcomes. 
• Produce a knowledge product on child and youth participation in Voluntary National Review processes, including 
lessons learned, documented good practices, analysis of relevant HLPF reports and proposed updates to SDG-related 
support packages and guidance materials. 
 
 

Work Assignments Overview  Deliverables/Outputs  Delivery deadline to 

complete the deliverable 

Assess UNICEF’s engagement in 
the 2026 HLPF and related SDG 
processes  

Deliverable 1: HLPF and SDG engagement analytical 

brief. A completed written brief documenting 

UNICEF’s participation in the 2026 HLPF and 

related SDG processes, including key advocacy 

messages, Member State engagement, outcomes 

achieved, lessons learned, and recommended entry 

points for future SDG-related intergovernmental 

engagement. The deliverable will include a 

summary of relevant meetings, advocacy 

opportunities and concrete follow-up 

recommendations.  

31 August 2026 

15 days 

Prepare a political and advocacy 
assessment of the UN General 
Assembly high-level period
  

Deliverable 2: UNGA high-level week political and 

advocacy assessment. A completed assessment 

report covering relevant Member State positions, 

partnership opportunities, emerging 

intergovernmental dynamics, and recommended 

advocacy entry points for UNICEF on children and 

the SDGs. The deliverable will include a stakeholder 

mapping, summary of priority engagement 

opportunities and recommendations for UNICEF’s 

follow-up. 

15 October 2026 

32 days 

Review and synthesise results 
from the UNICEF, Nord Anglia 
Education partnership   

Deliverable 3: NAE Partnership results report and 
results matrix. A completed partnership results 
report consolidating key activities, quantitative and 
qualitative results, engagement outcomes, lessons 
learned, and contributions to UNICEF’s advocacy 
on children and the SDGs. The deliverable will 

30 November 2026 

30 days 



  

 

include a structured results matrix and 
recommendations to inform the next phase of the 
partnership. 

Develop the 2027 action plan for 
the UNICEF, Nord Anglia 
Education partnership  

Deliverable 4: 2027 NAE partnership action plan. A 
completed action plan setting out proposed 
priorities, activities, timelines, milestones, 
engagement opportunities, advocacy moments, 
roles and responsibilities, expected results, and 
implementation considerations for the UNICEF, 
Nord Anglia Education partnership in 2027. The 
deliverable will serve as a practical planning tool 
for the next partnership cycle. 

31 January 2027 

39 days 

Develop the concept package for 
a 2027 Group of Friends meeting 
on children and the SDGs  

Deliverable 5: Concept note for the 2027 Group of 
Friends meeting. A completed concept package 
outlining the proposed objectives, theme, format, 
target participants, draft agenda, key messages, 
expected outcomes, and links to UNICEF’s 
advocacy on children, youth participation and the 
SDGs. 

28 February 2027 

20 days 

Prepare a targeted advocacy 
opportunities brief for priority 
SDG-related intergovernmental 
processes  

Deliverable 6: SDG intergovernmental advocacy 
opportunities brief. A completed written brief 
identifying priority 2027 SDG-related 
intergovernmental moments, relevant Member 
State dynamics, potential advocacy entry points, 
risks and opportunities, and recommended actions 
for UNICEF’s engagement on children and the 
SDGs. 

31 March 2027 

23 days 

Develop the proposal for Phase 
3 of the UNICEF, Nord Anglia 
Education partnership  

Deliverable 7: Phase 3 NAE partnership proposal. A 
completed partnership proposal setting out the 
strategic rationale, proposed objectives, expected 
results, youth engagement model, SDG and child 
rights advocacy linkages, implementation 
approach, sustainability considerations, and 
recommendations for the next phase of the 
UNICEF, Nord Anglia Education partnership. 

15 May 2027 

30 days 

Consolidate consultancy outputs 
and provide forward-looking 
recommendations  

Deliverable 8: Final consultancy report and 
handover package. A completed final report 
consolidating the key outputs produced during the 
consultancy, partnership achievements, lessons 
learned, strategic engagement outcomes, pending 
issues, and recommendations to strengthen the 
partnership’s implementation and advocacy impact 
in 2027 and beyond. The deliverable will include a 
concise handover annex summarizing products 
completed and proposed next steps. 

31 May 2027 

11 days 

 

Payment Schedule: 
Payment will be made on submission and acceptance of deliverables. UNICEF reserves the right to withhold 
payment in case the deliverables submitted are not up to the required standard or in case of delays in submitting 
the deliverables on the part of the consultant.  
 
Important Notes 

• Individuals engaged under a consultancy or individual contract will not be considered “staff members” 



  

 

under the Staff Regulations and Rules of the United Nations and UNICEF’s policies and procedures and will 
not be entitled to benefits provided therein (such as leave entitlements and medical insurance coverage). 
Their conditions of service will be governed by their contract and the General Conditions of Contracts for 
the Services of Consultants and Individual Contractors. Consultants and individual contractors are 
responsible for determining their tax liabilities and for the payment of any taxes and/or duties, in 
accordance with local or other applicable laws.  

• The selected candidate is solely responsible for ensuring that the health insurance (and visa if applicable) 
required to perform the duties of the contract are valid for the entire period of the contract. Selected 
candidates are subject to confirmation of fully-vaccinated status against SARS-CoV-2 (Covid-19) with a 
World Health Organization (WHO)-endorsed vaccine, which must be met prior to taking up the assignment. 
It does not apply to consultants who will work remotely and are not expected to work on or visit UNICEF 
premises, programme delivery locations or directly interact with communities UNICEF works with, nor to 
travel to perform functions for UNICEF for the duration of their consultancy contracts.  

• UNICEF offers reasonable accommodation for consultants with disabilities. This may include, for example, 
accessible software, travel assistance for missions or personal attendants. We encourage you to disclose 
your disability during your application in case you need reasonable accommodation during the selection 
process and afterwards in your assignment.  

 
 
       QUALIFICATIONS / SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE / EXPERIENCE/ COMPETENCIES 
(CORE/TECHNICAL/FUNCTIONAL) / LANGUAGE SKILLS REQUIRED FOR THE ASSIGNMENT   
 

Minimum requirements: 

• Education: A master's degree in international affairs, social sciences, economics, communication, or another 

relevant field is required. 

• Work Experience:  

• A minimum of two years of relevant professional experience in political and/or policy advocacy, 

intergovernmental affairs, partnerships, youth engagement, and/or strategic communications is 

required. 

• Demonstrated knowledge of the United Nations system, Member State and intergovernmental 

processes, and the SDGs is required. 

• Language requirement: Excellent written and oral communication skills in English are required. Knowledge 
of another UN language is an asset. 

• Skills: 

• Experience supporting engagement with children and young people, including in advocacy, 

consultations, youth participation processes, or education-related initiatives, is highly desirable. 

• Experience supporting partnerships with external stakeholders, including governments, civil 

society, academia, or private sector partners, is an asset. 

Desirables: 

• Experience supporting UN intergovernmental processes, including the HLPF, UNGA, COP, or broader UN 

sustainable development discussions is highly desirable. 

• Experience preparing briefing materials, political analysis, reports, and advocacy products for senior 

management and external stakeholders is desirable 


