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TERMS OF REFERENCE:
Emergency Specialist (Resilience Coordinator), P3 (M/F),

Niamey, Niger (Temporary Appointment)
Duration: 9 months

I. Background

In Niger, the combined effects of climate disruptions (droughts, floods), recurrent food and nutrition crises,
insecurity in border areas (Tillabéri, Diffa, Tahoua, Maradi), and weak state presence in certain zones have led
to a progressive deterioration of livelihoods. Health, water, education, and child protection systems are all
severely affected, limiting children's access to essential social services and deepening their vulnerability.

Key indicators in Niger

¢ Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM): ~12.5%, exceeding the WHO emergency threshold in several regions

o Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM): ~3%, with over 430,000 children expected to require treatment in
2026

¢ Chronic malnutrition: affects nearly 1 in 2 children under 5

* Access to improved water sources: ~56% of the population

o Open defecation: practiced by ~64% of the population — among the highest rates in the world

¢ Out-of-school children: more than 50% of children aged 7-16

* Child marriage: 76% of girls married before age 18 — the highest prevalence globally

» Birth registration: less than 65% of children under 5 are registered at birth

The armed conflict and intercommunal tensions in the Liptako-Gourma area (Tillabéri, Tahoua), in the Lake
Chad Basin (Diffa), and increasingly in Maradi, combined with structural poverty and recurrent natural
disasters (floods, droughts), exacerbate children's vulnerabilities.

Child mobility is a significant phenomenon in Niger, a major transit country for migration toward North Africa
and Europe. Children on the move face heightened risks of family separation, violence, abuse, exploitation,
and trafficking.

As of early 2026, an estimated 500,000+ internally displaced persons are recorded in Niger, more than 55% of
whom are children. Grave violations against children — including recruitment by armed groups, abductions,
attacks on schools and health facilities, and GBV — continue to rise. Gender-based violence remains
particularly worrying, with girls and women representing most survivors.

The erosion of livelihoods further increases the risk of child labor, exploitation, child marriage, and FGM/C
(still practiced in certain communities, particularly in border areas with Burkina Faso and Mali).

Overall, children affected by crises and children on the move — including unaccompanied and separated
children — face profound gaps in access to appropriate social services. Despite growing needs, social workers
and basic services remain insufficient, unevenly distributed, and often inaccessible, particularly in conflict-
affected and border regions. Strengthening community-based and State-led child protection systems is
therefore an urgent priority.

This context highlights the interconnected nature of insecurity, climate vulnerability, demographic pressure,
and economic constraints. It underscores the relevance of integrated, resilience-oriented programmatic
approaches that combine risk analysis, service delivery, system strengthening, and adaptive operational



management to ensure continuity of social services and reduce vulnerability in a rapidly evolving
environment.

Against this backdrop, the Sahel Resilience Partnership (SRP, 2023-2027) was established end of 2023, to
respond to these multidimensional challenges as a structured alliance between the German Federal Ministry
for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), GIZ, UNICEF and WFP. The partnership brings together
the agencies’ extensive experience in the areas of food security, basic social services, climate adaptation and
social cohesion, with the aim of strengthening resilience in Niger, as well as in Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali and
Mauritania.

The SRP builds on existing coalitions such as the Global Alliance for Resilience (AGIR), which addresses the
recurrent food and nutrition crises that chronically affect millions of vulnerable people across the region. As a
country highly exposed to multiple structural and cyclical risks and vulnerabilities, Niger is fully engaged in the
AGIR initiative. Recent analyses confirm that humanitarian needs in Niger have reached unprecedented levels,
with over 4.5 million people requiring humanitarian assistance in 2026, in a context of growing access
constraints.

I1. Justification

The United Nations define resilience as the ability of children, households, communities, cities, institutions,
and systems to anticipate, prevent, withstand, adapt, manage, and recover positively, efficiently and
effectively from a wide range of risks, in ways that advance the rights of every child, with particular attention
to the most vulnerable and disadvantaged, while maintaining an acceptable level of functioning without
compromising long-term prospects for sustainable development, peace and security, human rights and well-
being for all.

Supporting resilient development means promoting risk-informed programming, including:
* Nationally-led common risk assessments,
e Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR),
s climate change adaptation,
s conflict prevention and peacebuilding.

UNICEF's engagement on resilience is justified by:

1. Therising trend of recurrent and protracted emergencies caused by conflict, natural hazards, and
climate change;
The multidimensional and interconnected nature of these shocks, requiring integrated responses;
The limitations of traditional, externally-driven intervention models;
The need to address underlying root causes of vulnerability;
The need for a longer-term perspective bridging humanitarian action and development programming.
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The UNICEF Strategic Plan clearly states:

“"Communities and families must be supported to increase their resilience so that achievements for girls and
boys can be sustained even when families face volatility and shocks — whether caused by economic shifts,
climate change, natural disaster, disease, or violent conflict."

In line with this organizational direction, UNICEF Niger, through its current Country Programme Document
(CPD) and Programme Strategic Notes, has reaffirmed the centrality of community resilience and shock
preparedness through risk-informed programming.



A dedicated output has been formulated as:

“"Communities, households, and national and subnational institutions are better prepared to respond to crises
and shocks — including those caused by climate change — and to maintain service delivery for affected
women and children through systems strengthening."

Building on its dual mandate, lessons learned, and successes, UNICEF Niger will continue, in fragile and risk-
prone areas — particularly in Tillabéri, Tahoua, Diffa, Maradi, and flood-affected regions along the Niger River
— to develop and monitor effective linkages between humanitarian and development (risk-informed)
programming across all sectors, grounded in humanitarian principles.

UNICEF will remain actively engaged in inter-agency planning and coordination (including clusters) at national
and decentralized levels to ensure that the humanitarian—development—peace nexus is mainstreamed into
regular planning cycles. Sustained investments will support national and local capacities, ensuring that
systems and communities are prepared, responsive, and resilient to risks such as conflict, floods, droughts,
epidemics, and insecurity.

This international expertise is sought to support the UNICEF Niger Country Office in its agenda to build
resilient communities and resilient development through coherent, complementary, and integrated
interventions in Maradi, Zinder and Tahoua.

lll. Expected Results

The primary objective is to provide technical support to the Country Office, programme sections, and partners
(government, civil society, technical and financial partners) in the conceptualization, contextualization,
strategic planning, implementation, monitoring, research and evaluation of resilience programming.

Specifically, the Resilience Coordinator will dedicate a substantial amount of time to supporting the Deputy
Representative Programmes to coordinate UNICEF’s contributions to the large scale, ambitious, resilience
partnership between BMZ, GIZ, UNICEF and WFP.

The work will go beyond strengthening the capacity to "bounce back" from disruptions, addressing the
complexity of human and community systems, their potential to adapt and persist through changing
circumstances, and the implications for children's rights and well-being.

IV. Key Responsibilities, Activities, and Tasks
Responsibilities

Under the supervision of the Deputy Representative Programmes, the Resilience Coordinator will play a
central role in:

e designing and implementing community resilience programmes,
s leading capacity-building initiatives,
e conducting risk and vulnerability assessments.

The incumbent will provide technical expertise on:

e capacity-building and training,

¢ identification of drivers of vulnerability,

¢ mitigation strategies for disasters and shocks affecting children and women,

s the development and testing of methods to strengthen community resilience.



S/he will also represent UNICEF in technical, managerial, and strategic planning meetings with UN sister
agencies, donors, government officials, and other key stakeholders at both central and decentralized levels.

Major Activities and Tasks

Technical Assistance:

Provide technical assistance to UNICEF Niger CO in the conceptualization, contextualization, strategic
and operational planning, and implementation of resilience programming, and lead engagement with
the Government of Niger, local authorities, civil society, communities, media, and partners to ensure
a shared understanding of resilience.

Provide technical support for participatory, in-depth conflict and risk analyses in targeted areas
(Maradi, Zinder, Tahoua), to deepen contextual understanding and ensure a solid foundation for
intervention design.

Refine resilience concepts and models through community and partner consultations and further
develop functional multisectoral community engagement platforms.

Develop or adapt resilience-focused programme guidance for the CO, including sector-specific
guidance aimed at strengthening resilience-related results for children.

Strengthen risk-informed planning and programming capacities, including user-friendly guidance for
risk assessments, and provide direct support for community-level Vulnerability and Risk Assessments,
preparation of community resilience plans, and identification of community-led projects.

Continue advocacy for an inclusive approach to resilience — focusing on the adaptive capacities

of basic social services, behavioral practices, and social protection — and on the importance

of investing in children to drive transformational change toward more resilient communities and
societies.

Explore partnership opportunities at local and national levels, prioritizing partners promoting a child-
centered approach to resilience (programming, research, advocacy). Work with local CBOs and

NGOs to integrate conflict mitigation and community resilience into existing programmes, and
coordinate with donors, local organizations, and the Government to harmonize activities and share
lessons learned.

Provide technical support to the Government of Niger in implementing the national resilience
strategy and the Plan d'Action National AGIR-Niger, in coherence with the PRR ("Programme de la
Refondation de la République").

Support office-wide efforts to empower communities to:

e actively participate in social service delivery (design and implementation of preparedness and
resilience-building programmes), with access to information, knowledge, and tools to hold
service providers and authorities accountable;

e establish and maintain sound practices in WASH, immunization, child and women's
protection, leveraging positive social norms and reinforcing or modifying existing standards;

¢ hold providers and local authorities accountable for the delivery of quality and sustainable
social services.

Coordination:

e Provide support and coordinate for geographic and programmatic convergence and resilience integration
across the programme cycle (planning, implementation, monitoring, and evaluation) and between
development and emergency work of UNICEF Niger; working closely with sector programmes and field
offices, to increase planning and realization of complementary programming.

» Support national coordination mechanisms for resilience, including the Dispositif National de Prévention
et de Gestion des Catastrophes et Crises Alimentaires (DNPGCA).



Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting:

In collaboration with the Planning, Monitoring & Evaluation (PME) section, develop a child-focused
monitoring and evaluation framework for resilience, building on existing initiatives in Niger and through
primary and secondary research, in close collaboration with national authorities and communities.
Coordinate the provision of cross-sectoral timely and quality inputs to donor reports and provide inputs
to other documentation and presentations of the Building Resilience in the Sahel Programme, Sahel
Resilience Partnership, and other relevant resilience initiatives.

Facilitate robust knowledge management of resilience and triple nexus approaches based on
documentation and dissemination of respective policies and approaches across the country office.
Oversee and support resilience programme baseline/endline development, knowledge management,
M&E, and lessons learnt arising from implementation through drafting/finalizing key documents, reports,
updates and briefing notes and knowledge/information exchange to ensure continued generation of
program evidence.

Partnership and Communication:

Support overall coordination between WFP, GIZ and UNICEF’s team.

Coordinate with other UN agencies, development partners, government counterparts, and targeted
communities to ensure alignment and complementarity of resilience interventions.

Support Joint Programme related partnership development, amendments and overall programme
documents management.

Support resilience programme visibility, communication as well as donor visits.

Support resource mobilization efforts, such as developing proposals and other resource mobilization
documents for large scale resilience building and social cohesion programme across programme sectors.

V. Qualifications

Education & Experience

e Advanced university degree in social sciences or disciplines relevant to resilience social development
and disaster risk reduction.

¢ Minimum 5 years of progressive professional experience in resilience, disaster risk reduction,
emergency preparedness and response, peacebuilding, and/or post-disaster recovery.

e Demonstrated field experience in complex, high-risk and/or conflict-affected environments.

¢ In-depth knowledge of the Sahel region; experience in Niger is a strong asset.

Critical Competencies

¢ Demonstrated knowledge and understanding of resilience, DRR, climate change adaptation,
peacebuilding, emergency preparedness, and capacity development.

e Demonstrated knowledge and understanding of social sectors strengthening work supported by
UNICEF

e Ability to coordinate complex, multi sectoral, interagency programming

e Ability to build effective working relationships in a fast-paced, multicultural, and multisectoral
environment.

e Strong analytical capacity and ability to grasp complex concepts and apply them operationally.

e Proven ability to cultivate productive relationships with donors, partners, government, and other key
stakeholders.

e Excellent oral and written communication skills in French and English (French is essential given the
working context).

e Ability to develop innovative solutions to challenging situations.

¢ Resourcefulness, initiative, and sound judgement.



