
  

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

        

Child Protection Consultant 

to Support Parenting for Violence Prevention Programming 

 

CONTRACT MODALITY Individual Consultancy  
 

DURATION OF CONTRACT 12.5 months 
 

 
Purpose of Assignment 

 
Violence against children (VAC) remains a pervasive global challenge, with significant and often overlapping 
intersections with violence against women (VAW). Parenting support is recognized as one of the three breakthrough 
solutions for preventing VAC, alongside safe and enabling school environments and accessible response and support 
services. Strengthening parenting interventions offers a critical entry point to address these intersecting forms of 
violence by promoting positive caregiving, reducing violent discipline, and fostering safer, more protective family 
environments. 
 
Demands for technical assistance from the Centres of Excellence (CoE) from UNICEF Country Offices and 
Governments are growing. These requests span the full continuum—from the development and review of strategic 
and policy frameworks to the design, adaptation, and scale-up of integrated parenting programmes within national 
systems, as well as the development of Social Behaviour Change (SBC)-informed parenting strategies and 
interventions to address harmful social and gender norms are also recurrent. 
 
This consultancy will support the Centres of Excellence Child Protection and SBC teams in delivering technical 
assistance to Country Offices to strengthen SBC-informed parenting for VAC prevention, and broader parenting 
outcomes across the life course, while also contributing to the documentation of good practices, development of 
global and regional guidance, supporting cross country and cross regional learning, and strengthening of practical 
SBC resources for adaptation across contexts.  
 
Scope of Work: 
 
The consultant will operate across both parenting-specific and broader violence against children (VAC) prevention 
priorities, ensuring strong alignment with child protection systems strengthening and integration across sectors. The 
consultancy will be implemented in close collaboration with UNICEF Child Protection and Social and Behaviour 
Change (SBC) teams at global (CoEs) and country levels. 
 
A core function of the consultancy will be to provide demand-driven technical assistance to UNICEF Country Offices 
(COs). This will include supporting the development and review of parenting strategies and policy frameworks; the 
design, adaptation, and scale-up of evidence-based parenting programmes for violence prevention, covering all 
components from research to Theory of Change, strategy development and M&E frameworks; and the integration 
of parenting interventions into national systems, including health, education, and social protection. The consultant 
will also strengthen linkages between parenting programmes and child protection services and referral pathways, 
integrate behavioural and social change (SBC) insights to inform strategies and approaches, support the development 
of monitoring and measurement frameworks, and facilitate technical consultations and workshops as required. 
 
In addition, the consultant will provide specific SBC-led technical support to strengthen parenting as a cross-sectoral 
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intervention, including capacity building, community engagement approaches, and practical guidance tools that can 
be adapted by Country Offices and partners. This support will not be limited to Child Protection but will also 
strengthen SBC-led parenting relevant to other critical areas - ECD, health, nutrition, education and social protection 
programmes. 
 
The consultant will operate across both parenting-specific and broader violence against children (VAC) prevention 
priorities, ensuring strong alignment with child protection systems strengthening and integration across sectors. The 
consultancy will be implemented in close collaboration with UNICEF Child Protection and Social and Behaviour 
Change (SBC) teams at global (CoEs) and country levels. 
 
A core function of the consultancy will be to provide demand-driven technical assistance to UNICEF Country Offices 
(COs). This will include supporting the development and review of parenting strategies and policy frameworks; the 
design, adaptation, and scale-up of evidence-based parenting programmes for violence prevention, covering all 
components from research to Theory of Change, strategy development and M&E frameworks; and the integration 
of parenting interventions into national systems, including health, education, and social protection. The consultant 
will also strengthen linkages between parenting programmes and child protection services and referral pathways, 
integrate behavioural and social change (SBC) insights to inform strategies and approaches, support the development 
of monitoring and measurement frameworks, and facilitate technical consultations and workshops as required. 
 
In addition, the consultant will provide specific SBC-led technical support to strengthen parenting as a cross-sectoral 
intervention, including capacity building, community engagement approaches, and practical guidance tools that can 
be adapted by Country Offices and partners. This support will not be limited to Child Protection but will also 
strengthen SBC-led parenting relevant to other critical areas - ECD, health, nutrition, education and social protection 
programmes. 
 
Beyond country-level support, the consultant will contribute to strengthening learning and exchange. This will 
include establishing and facilitating an Experience Exchange Platform/Community of Practice (CoP) on parenting for 
child protection, supporting regular engagement across countries, and promoting the sharing of experiences, 
practices, and lessons learned to improve alignment and coherence of approaches across the region. Beyond VAC 
prevention priorities, the consultant will also support SBC-led parenting approaches that promote responsive 
caregiving, early stimulation, play, caregiver wellbeing, male engagement and help-seeking behaviours through ECD 
and related service platforms – providing a holistic approach to Parenting.  
 
The consultancy will also play a key role in knowledge management and evidence generation. The consultant will 
compile and synthesize good practices on parenting for VAC prevention and with a broader SBC and cross-sectoral 
lens, drawing on country experiences and technical assistance engagements, and translate these into practical 
knowledge products to support regional and global learning.  
 
In addition, the consultant will contribute to the development of global technical guidance. This will include providing 
substantive inputs based on country experience to inform guidance on minimum packages for parenting 
interventions, scalable delivery models, and approaches for integrating parenting within national systems. 
 
The consultant will also provide broader technical support on VAC prevention priorities, as needed. This includes 
contributing to regional VAC strategies and positioning, supporting Country Offices on VAC-related areas beyond 
parenting where relevant, and providing inputs to global and regional technical and advocacy processes. A specific 
area of support will be linked to the preparation and follow-up of the Global Ministerial Conference on Ending 
Violence Against Children (Manila, November 2026). The consultant will contribute to the development of technical 
briefs, key messages, and country examples on parenting, and support post-Manila follow-up by helping translate 
commitments into actionable programming and identifying priority areas for scale. 
 

Work Assignments Overview  Deliverables/Outputs  Delivery deadline to 

complete the deliverable 



  

 

Global Technical Assistance 
Outputs: Support to Country 
Offices on strategies, 
programme design, 
implementation, scale-up. 

Develop at least eight (8) parenting and/or violence 

against children (VAC) prevention strategy, policy 

or implementation framework documents for 

UNICEF Country Offices, including review of 

stakeholder inputs and incorporation of feedback. 

31 December 2026, 18 days 

31 August 2027, 18 days 

 

 

Review and provide written technical feedback on 
a minimum of ten (10) country parenting strategy, 
policy, programme and systems documents, 
including analytical reviews and actionable 
recommendations to strengthen programme 
design, implementation, quality assurance, 
monitoring, supervision, digital and hybrid delivery 
approaches, and sustainable scale-up within 
national systems. 
 

31 December 2026, 15 days 

31 August 2027, 25 days 

 

SBC Parenting Implementation 
Tools 

Develop and/or adapt 2 SBC implementation tools 
for parenting programmes (including validation 
with some UNICEF COs):  one (1) communication 
package including communication materials, 
priority caregiver practices, behavioural 
recommendations and adaptation guidance, and 
one (1)  supervision toolkit including facilitator 
observation tools, supervision checklists and a 
suggested guide. 
 

31 March 2027, 10 days 

Global Child Protection 
Community of Practice (CoP) on 
Parenting 

CoP on Parenting concept note and ToR developed 
(in close coordination with the UNICEF Parenting 
Working Group).  

31 August 2026, 1 day 

Facilitation of a minimum of four (4) CoP sessions, 
including agendas, preparation of featured 
practices, identification of speakers, and four 
session summaries 

31 July 2027, 12 days 

Knowledge management  Compile and structure Parenting for CP knowledge 
management products and broader SBC-led 
parenting materials produced at global, regional, 
and country levels (country case studies and 
thematic materials), and deliver a curated set of 
materials prepared for upload to UNICEF internal 
and external platforms. 

 

28 February 2027, 6 days 

Review UNICEF Parenting for CP knowledge-sharing 
platforms (internal and external), develop an 
update plan with proposed structure and content 
improvements, and update key pages with newly 
developed content. 

28 February 2027, 2 days 

Support the establishment or strengthening of a 
searchable repository/database or online platform 
that enables countries to access, adapt and reuse 
tools, examples and implementation resources for 
parenting programmes (beyond stand-alone KM 
products). 

28 February 2027, 3 days 



  

 

Technical Guidance and 
Knowledge Products on 
Parenting for Child Protection  

 

Develop at least four (4) technical guidance and 
knowledge products on parenting for child 
protection, including technical notes, advocacy 
briefs and thematic summaries. Deliver two 
products in 2026 (on digital technologies for 
parenting at scale and parenting 
children/adolescents with behavioural challenges) 
and two additional products in 2027 responding to 
emerging priorities identified by the CoE. 
 

31 December 2026, 14 days 

31 August 2027, 14 days 

Global Ministerial Conference on 
EVAC Support and follow up  

For the Global Ministerial Conference provide: 
technical review and input into one brief on 
parenting at scale for violence prevention, 
technical review for the investment case of 
parenting support, 5 key messages on parenting 
support for EVAC, identify 5 countries with good 
examples of parenting at scale programmes for 
violence prevention, review a minimum of 5 
country examples. 

31 October 2026, 5 days 

Provide coordination support to the satellite Senior 
Adviser with the country offices pre-and post-
Manila including on parenting support. This 
includes gathering updates from country offices in 
preparatory meetings, pledge review and making 
and participation in the Conference and supporting 
bilateral and coordination calls with country offices 
in Latin America and the Caribbean.  

31 December 2026, 5 days 

Provide post-Manila follow up on parenting 
support. This includes  holding bilateral and 
coordination calls with country offices in Latin 
America and the Caribbean to implement 
outcomes and pledges from the Conference. 
 

30 June 2027, 3 days 

 

Payment Schedule: 
Payment will be made on submission and acceptance of deliverables. UNICEF reserves the right to withhold 
payment in case the deliverables submitted are not up to the required standard or in case of delays in submitting 
the deliverables on the part of the consultant.  
 
Important Notes 

• Individuals engaged under a consultancy or individual contract will not be considered “staff members” 
under the Staff Regulations and Rules of the United Nations and UNICEF’s policies and procedures and will 
not be entitled to benefits provided therein (such as leave entitlements and medical insurance coverage). 
Their conditions of service will be governed by their contract and the General Conditions of Contracts for 
the Services of Consultants and Individual Contractors. Consultants and individual contractors are 
responsible for determining their tax liabilities and for the payment of any taxes and/or duties, in 
accordance with local or other applicable laws.  

• The selected candidate is solely responsible for ensuring that the health insurance (and visa if applicable) 
required to perform the duties of the contract are valid for the entire period of the contract. Selected 
candidates are subject to confirmation of fully-vaccinated status against SARS-CoV-2 (Covid-19) with a 
World Health Organization (WHO)-endorsed vaccine, which must be met prior to taking up the assignment. 
It does not apply to consultants who will work remotely and are not expected to work on or visit UNICEF 



  

 

premises, programme delivery locations or directly interact with communities UNICEF works with, nor to 
travel to perform functions for UNICEF for the duration of their consultancy contracts.  

• UNICEF offers reasonable accommodation for consultants with disabilities. This may include, for example, 
accessible software, travel assistance for missions or personal attendants. We encourage you to disclose 
your disability during your application in case you need reasonable accommodation during the selection 
process and afterwards in your assignment.  

 
 
       QUALIFICATIONS / SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE / EXPERIENCE/ COMPETENCIES 
(CORE/TECHNICAL/FUNCTIONAL) / LANGUAGE SKILLS REQUIRED FOR THE ASSIGNMENT   
 

Minimum requirements: 

• Education: Advanced university degree (Master's or higher) in Child Protection, Social Work, Psychology, 

Public Health, Sociology, International Development, Education, Social and Behaviour Change, or another 

relevant social science discipline. 

• Work Experience:  

• Minimum eight (8) years of progressively responsible professional experience in child protection, 

violence against children prevention, parenting and caregiver support, social and behaviour change, 

child protection systems strengthening, or related fields. 

• Demonstrated experience providing technical assistance to governments, UNICEF Country Offices, 

UN agencies, or development partners on the design, implementation, review, and scale-up of 

parenting and/or child protection programmes, including support for policy development, 

programme design, implementation and scale-up. 

• Proven experience in the development and review of strategies, policies, guidance, programme 

frameworks, implementation plans, and knowledge products.  

• Experience supporting knowledge management, facilitation of communities of practice, 

documentation of good practices, and development of technical guidance materials. 

• Language requirement:  

• Fluency in English (written and spoken) is required.  

• Working proficiency in Spanish( written and spoken) is desirable. 

• Skills: 

• Strong technical expertise in parenting interventions and violence prevention.  

• Strong understanding of child protection systems strengthening and integrated service delivery 

models.  

• Knowledge of the intersections between violence against children (VAC) and violence against 

women (VAW).  

• Strong understanding of social and behaviour change (SBC) approaches and their application to 

parenting and violence prevention.  

• Familiarity with global frameworks and evidence, including INSPIRE, parenting support approaches, 

and child protection systems strengthening.  



  

 

• Excellent analytical, writing, editing, and communication skills.  

• Strong facilitation and stakeholder engagement skills.  

• Ability to manage multiple technical assistance requests simultaneously and work effectively in a 

remote, multicultural environment. 

 

Desirables: 

• Experience contributing to global or regional guidance and normative products.  

• Experience supporting ministerial conferences, regional forums, or global advocacy initiatives.  

• Familiarity with UNICEF's Parenting for Child Protection agenda and Communities of Practice.  

• Experience working across Child Protection and Social and Behaviour Change (SBC) programmes. 

• Ability to work in LACR time zone.  

 

Technical proposal requirement: 

• Applicants should submit at least three writing samples demonstrating experience in developing technical 

guidance, analytical products, policy documents or knowledge products relevant to the assignment. 

 

 

 


